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year. Besides Rhode Island and New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts is consider-
ing a noise bill. It would require all 
bikes to register 82db or lower meas-
ured 12” from the exhaust. Penalties 
would be more severe than a 1st time 
DUI! Don’t think this is just an issue on 
the east & west coasts—Indiana faced a 
bill based on California’s law. Fortu-
nately it was defeated. 
Now for something REALLY frighten-
ing: The Connecticut Sen. Transporta-
tion Committee has asked the DMV to 
conduct a study & create a report by 
next Jan. on the feasibility of using 
RFID (Radio Frequency ID) chips on 
license plates. This would allow real-
time tracking of vehicles to issue auto-
mated tickets for expired plates, insur-
ance, emissions inspections etc. It 
would later be used to issue speeding 
tickets. 1984 is just taking a little longer 
to get here than George Orwell thought! 
Finally, ABATE Legislative Coordina-
tor Bob Myers has thrown down the 
gauntlet. He says Will County Chapter 
can’t beat Piasa Gateway for attendance 
at next year’s Legislative Day! We each 
had 14 members this year—next year 
let’s fill up THREE vans instead of 
two!! 
Ride defensively—keep an eye on your 
elected officials, 
Brian & Joan  

Legislative:  
Joan & 
                   Brian  

Greetings Will County Chapter: 
Let’s get right to it! Here’s an up-
date on state legislation: 
SB2528 Trailer bill to red light law 
requires 120 sec. wait before pro-
ceeding through intersection; 
PASSED BOTH HOUSES, SENT 
TO GOV. 
SB3452 Bill to increase handlebar 
height, allow vertical license plates, 
makes wheelies a misdemeanor: 
PASSED BOTH HOUSES, SENT 
TO GOV. 
HB0930 Bill to eliminate Federal 
money from being used for motor-
cycle-only checkpoints: SENT TO 
SENATE. FINAL VOTE WAS 
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 15th. 
HB1907 Street gang and RICO bill: 
Could cause ABATE to be treated 
as a gang: IN SENATE EXECU-
TIVE COMMITTEE. HEARING 
WAS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 
16th. 
On the federal front, the U.S. Senate 
and House conference committee 
are working on final language for 
the U.S. Surface Transportation 
Extension Act. House Resolution 7 
had language prohibiting the use of 
federal funds for motorcycle-only 
checkpoints, but neither the bill 
passed by the House or the Senate 
bill included it. We need to get this 
language included in the final bill. 
IL Senator Durbin is on the commit-
tee. Call him at 202-224-2152! 
Nationally, noise is the big issue this 
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SUNDAY - BLOODY MARY BAR 
PLENTY OF BIKE PARKING 

COVERED OUTDOOR SMOKING AREA 
KARAOKE - EVERY WED & SAT@ 9:30PM 

 
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS 

 
STOP IN EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS  

WE OPEN AT 8am 
 

DOUBLE “J” IS ON THE BOOK RUN THIS YEAR  
 

OUTDOOR PARTIES WELCOME 
 

MEMBER OF ABATE SINCE 2003 
 

WWW.DOUBLEJSPORTSBAR.COM  

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/DOUBLEJSPORTSBARJOLIET3  

OPEN: 
MON - THURS 11am - 2am 

FRIDAY 11am- 3am 
SATURDAY 10am - 3am 

SUNDAY 10am - 2am 

NEW HOURS 
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Hello fellow bikers! 
Ok, here is my brief report on the April 2012 BOD Meeting: 

By Law Review failed.  (for each eboard member shall 
maintain a published email address for the duration of 
their term) 

Picked up Motorcycle Awareness Month supplies & passed 
them out. (coasters, posters, and a few place mats) 

Next Year’s Seminar is January 18-20, 2013 at the North-
field in Springfield. 

MRF reported in Michigan, adults are helmet free! As long 
as they carry a medical insurance card minimum 
$20,000. 

The BOD accepted 2 new chapters: Richland County 
(south region) 66 new members!  And Spoon River 
Riders, in Stark County, WC region, 65 new members! 

Heartland Steam 2013- Scott Gerke is chairperson, sched-
uled March 22-24, more details to come…. 

Barb Fitzpatrick has State Party Tickets – don’t forget to 
get your ticket ahead of time.  $25 before -  at the 
gate they are $30!!   We need all our Will County 
Members to be there!  Come if you can!  We will have 
an awesome time!!! 

I have Bike Raffle Tickets, $5.00 each…  And I have the 
Illinois Road Trip Books, they are $10 each. 

Please Everyone RIDE SMART!!!!!! 
-jackie  
 BOD representative 
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Safety and Education Report 
 

John 
A series of events can cause one to 
make observations and maybe even 
change a personal choice or two.  
These events can happen in just a 
few moments or, as in this case, a 
few years.  One, I'm a father to a 
beautiful 3-1/2 old little girl.  Two, I 
have been teaching the MSF Basic 
Rider Course for about 3 years.  
Three, two people I know have re-
cently been in motorcycle crashes.  
Four, I had yet another “A.B.A.T.E. 
is a pro-motorcycle group, not an 
anti-helmet group” discussion with 
one of my fellow instructors who 
just doesn't get why helmets aren't 
mandatory. 
 
Since becoming an instructor, I tend 
to be more observant of the attire 
worn by motorcyclists on the road.  
Recently, I observed two different 
small groups of motorcyclists riding 
and had to laugh at the disparity be-
tween the two groups.  The first 
group of three friends were wearing 
name brand, top shelf,  full-face hel-
mets, t-shirts, shorts, and low-top 
casual shoes while riding their sport-
bikes.  The second group looked to 
be a couple, each on Japanese 
cruiser motorcycles.  They were 
each wearing heavy leather jackets, 
jeans, full-fingered leather gloves, 
boots and do-rags.  The irony is that 
each group probably laughed about 
the other group's lack of appropriate 
gear.  I smiled and thought that we 
should all be proud to belong to a 

group that helps preserve the right to 
make choices like the two groups 
above. 
 
 
Why tell you this?  As the S&E Co-
ordinator for Willco ABATE, part of 
my job is to increase safety aware-
ness among the members of the 
chapter.  Look for articles from me 
over the rest of the year dealing with 
gear as well as some observations 
I've made of the riding habits of 
some motorcyclists, some good, 
some not so good.  My intention in 
these articles will be to provide in-
formation.  I'm not going to tell any-
one what to wear or even how to 
ride.  If I express an opinion about 
certain types of gear, those opinions 
will be mine, not those of the chap-
ter or A.B.A.T.E of Illinois. 
 
Oh, the personal choices I changed?  
I now wear a helmet, motorcycle 
specific jacket, gloves and boots 
95% of the time I ride. 
 
John F. 
Sometimes, you have to slow down 
and listen to the road.  



Activities: Karen Thacker  
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Letter From MadMaxx 
 
Despite rumors to the contrary, I survived another motorcycle being 'totaled' 
while aboard it. On May 4th, at about 8:30 PM, while waiting at a red light 
behind two other cars, I was rear-ended by a pick-up truck that didn't hit the 
brakes until he hit the bike (in a 25MPH zone)! Luckily, I saw that huge 
grille approaching WAY too fast, and turned the bars to avoid directly hit-
ting the car ahead before he hit me. Basically everything behind the driver's 
seat on my bike was destroyed, but I was able to walk away again, albeit 
with some pain. Herein lies a lesson we need to remember: Always keep an 
eye on your mirrors! If I hadn't seen the truck and steered left, my bike 
would likely have been crushed between it and the car ahead of me. 
  I don't want to dwell on the accident, but I do want to bring up a few 
equipment/ safety issues we may want to rethink just a little bit. First, is the 
use of a backrest. As much as I had been opposed to them - because of 30 
years ago's MSF training - after my accident in '06, I installed one on my 
bike for the additional back support and comfort. With this accident, I can 
attest to their safety function. The Corbin oval back backrest may have bro-
ken, but it did it's job, just like a helmet would have been ruined during its 
final use! It is a personal choice, but if you do decide to use one, get a good 
strong rest that comes up to at least the first few lower ribs for best rear im-
pact spreading protection for your back. 
  The next piece of equipment I want to bring up is foot protection, as in 
boots. I know amongst us all, the biker/ harness style are the most common 
boots we wear while riding, and that's what I was wearing at the time. Un-
fortunately, these boots, much like the boots I raced in 30 years ago, don't 
give much protection in most accidents, outside of abrasion and decreasing 
minor impacts. Had I worn my new racing boots (or the touring boots that I 
bought, which were too small) I would have severely decreased or elimi-
nated the ankle sprains and foot fracture I received this time around, and 
would have kept from breaking my toe 6 years ago! Having a good hard & 
padded shield in front of the shin, whether plastic or hard leather, and 
sturdy formed cups in the heel, toe and ankles along with a stiffer sole, all 
come together for good solid protection of your foot. Boots with these items 
are available in many styles, and are very comparable in price versus those 
that don't. They may be slightly less comfortable to walk in when off the 
bike, much like new boots before break-in due to the stiffer sole, but some-
times a little compromise is what it takes to stay out of the hospital. 
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Chuck Grimm (Realtor) 
CENTURY 21 Danek Realty 
24724 W. Eames (Rt. 6) 
Channahon, IL 60410 
www.ChuckGrimm.com 
Chuck.Grimm@century21.com 
Office: 815‐521‐0055 
Fax: 815‐521‐9149 
Cell: 815‐351‐5485 

For assistance with all your Real Estate needs: 
Commercial,   Residential,     Buying,    Selling, 

Investment and Relocation. Call me. Chuck 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 

June 13, 2012 @ 7:30 General Meeting 
 

June 22-24 STATE PARTY 
 

June 28 S. Suburban Bike Night 
@ Tilted Kilt Chicago Ridge 
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On Sale Now at a Bar Near You 

http://www.willcoabate.org/

Bookrun.html 

For any questions, concerns or comments, Contact: 
Karen Thacker ~ Activities Coordinator ~ Karen@willcoabate.org  
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Would you like to submit an  
article? Send it in to: 
Steve@willcoabate.org  

by the 10th of the month.   
We would love to have our  

 
Membership 

Email : Helen@Willcoabate.org  
 

Membership Applications can also be 
found on the Web at: 

 
www.willcoabate.org 

Join Our 

Chapter  
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