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Vice President: Vi  
 

(Sometimes I feel like sharing a 
sense of what was written in the 
state paper with our newsletter. 
Didn’t want you to think I made 
an error.) 
Remember that old hair shampoo 
commercial from a few decades 
ago, where the flaxen-haired ac-
tress was so impressed with her 
just-shampooed hair that she told 
two friends who then told two 
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s o  o n . . . ? 
Well, we need to use that as in-
spiration to light a fire under 
some of our friends that don't 
feel the need to get involved in 
A.B.A.T.E. or any M.R.O.s. 
We spend a lot of time and en-
ergy educating new drivers at the 
high schools about sharing the 
roads safely with motorcyclists. 
Now we need to spend a little of 
that energy educating those we 
ride with.  

All motorcyclists should be out-
raged that we are under attack 
again. Nothing new but this time 
we are being hit from several 
different angles. It seems that our 
politicians figured that if they 
throw enough legislation at us 
that something is bound to stick. 
They are introducing bills both 

in the House and Senate to chip 
away at us in order to make in-
roads where they have never 
been successful in Illinois be-
fore. Some of the bills intro-
duced now are to get to us by 
wanting helmets on ATV riders 
even if they’re on their own pri-
vate land. What’s next, wearing 
a helmet while cutting grass?  

FYI: Twenty states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have motorcy-
cle helmet laws that require all 
riders to wear a helmet. Twenty-
seven states have a motorcycle 
helmet law that only require 
some riders to wear a helmet. 
Three states (Illinois, Iowa, and 
New Hampshire) do not have a 
motorcycle helmet law. 

But don’t get distracted as it is 
not just about helmets, it’s about 
infringement on our rights and 
it’s about blatant discrimination. 
I get so irritated when any bully-
ing goes on at any level. The oft-
repeated argument by some of 
these politicians that we don't 
want to wear helmets as it 
messes up our hair or it's too 
heavy or it blocks our vision, or 
whatever is childish. Our hair, 
whether we have 32 strategically 
combed-over pieces or a wild 
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mane or none at all is irrelevant. 
That argument is just a way to 
make us sound like a bunch of 
conceited idiots and to detract 
and distract us from what they 
are trying to do. Let’s not get 
caught up causing division 
amongst our ranks by pointing 
out if the politicians have a big 
R or D or I or even a teabag be-
hind their name either; just an-
other example of causing a rift 
amongst ourselves.  (The old 
divide-and-conquer mentality.)  
We do have friends and non-
friends on all sides. The plain 
fact is we do not want nor need 
ANYONE telling us they know 
better than we do and they'll be 
making our decisions for us. 
That is the point. That simply 
divides us from our goal. We 
have to be loud and clear that 
we can make our own decisions 
for ourselves … just like we do 
in the voting booths. How about 
they wear helmets while riding 
in their golf carts? (There I go 
w/ stereo-types again…) 

Do us all a favor and after read-
ing the state paper and/or your 
chapter newsletter, hand it over 
to someone that isn’t involved. 
Invite them to a meeting. Our 
chapter has always had the most 

knowledgeable legislative offi-
cers. Our legislative Curmudg-
eon Brian has consistently in-
formed us not only of what we 
need to know but who to contact 
and how to get our voices heard. 
Don’t forget that we also need to 
give positive reinforcement to 
those that DO support us. Those 
politicians need to get our phone 
calls and letters as well. 

Finally, after getting out of your 
shower today and every day, call 
two friends and educate them 
that motorcyclists’ liberties are 
being stripped by do-gooders; 
then have them tell two friends 
and so on, and so on. (Biker hair 
is so much freer looking than 
politician hair, don’t ya think? 
ta-da.) 
 
After today, (Feb.15) Prez Al 
will be back to writing his Presi-
dent’s column. Yay.  
As always, if you’re in our area 
on meeting nights come and join 
us. We’re loud but welcoming. 
~V.P. Shy Vi 
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Legislative: Brian  
 
Hey there, Willco 
ABATE! 
 
We've been really 

busy of late, and it shows! 
Tom and Maxx braved piles of 
snow along the streets to attend 
new 11th District Rep. Adam 
Kinzinger's town hall meeting 
in downtown Joliet. Kinzinger, 
mentioned ABATE by name, 
and afterward Maxx got a 
chance to mention the lead ban 
on kids' ATVs and bikes. The 

next night I went to his town hall 
meeting in Morris, and afterward 
I got to talk with Kinzinger and 
hs some of his staff. He said the 
lead ban is "ludicrous" and asked 
me to give one of his aides the 
bill number and sponsor so he 
could have his staffers in DC get 
him ready to sign on as a co-
sponsor.  I gave the requested 
information, not expecting any-
thing to come of it. He also pre-
dicted that Congress would over-
ride the Interior Secretary Sala-
zar's Order Number 3310, which 
goes against the wishes of Con-
gress in designating public land 
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as Wilderness Lands. The U.S. 
Constitution gives Congress 
sole authority to do this, and 
Salazar did the work of Con-
gress by creating a new design-
tion--"Wild Lands." Rep. 
Kinzinger asked if he could 
attend one of our meetings to 
discuss issues important to mo-
torcyclists, and told his aide to 
get all the information from 
me. 
Lo and behold, a day after he 
went to D.C., he kept his word 
and signed on as a cosponsor 
of HR412, the lead ban repeal. 
I firmly believe this was due to 
the phone calls and personal 
contact with ABATE members 
in District 11.  
 We need to keep calling and 
showing our support for this 
bill. Jay had a great idea: call 
Rep. Denny Rehberg, the spon-
sor. Thank him for introducing 
the bill. And call the Represen-
tatives in surrounding districts 
(Judy Biggert should be sup-
porting us, as should Randy 
Hutgren)! So call them! To 
make it easy to call, the House 
operator's phone number is 
202-224-2131. Tell them the 
Congressman you're looking 
for, and they'll connect you to 
that office. Tell them you have 

kids that ride off-road, and start-
ing in May, you'll have to buy 
them an adult-sized ATV that's 
too big for them, because the kid-
sized ATVs contain a minute 
amount of lead in the battery ter-
minals and valve stems, and will 
be outlawed. Ask them to support 
HR412, the "Kids JustWant To 
Ride" act, which would prevent 
this from happening. 
 
On Feb. 16, Will County mem-
bers Dan and Mike made the trip 
to Springfield to attend the hear-
ings on Mary Flowers' bills. It 
turns out she held all 3 back from 
the committees they were placed 
in. 
Evidently she got no support for 
teaching ATV safety in schools--
I, for one, can't understand why; 
the schools have plenty of money 
for programs that only affect a 
small number of students! But 
you can bet she'll keep trying. 
Look for these bills to be brought 
up sometime this session. Dan 
and Mike spent the rest of the day 
doing a little lobbying: new State 
Treasurer Dan Rutherford, A.J. 
Wilhelmi of the 43rd district, and 
in a feat of fearlessness--Mary 
Flowers herself!  They asked for a 
meeting with her on Legislative 
day. 
Continued on page 7 
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SUNDAY - BLOODY MARY BAR 
PLENTY OF BIKE PARKING 

COVERED OUTDOOR SMOKING AREA 
KARAOKE - EVERY WED & SAT@ 9:30PM 

 
CHECK OUT OURDAILY SPECIALS 

 
STOP IN EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS  

WE OPEN AT 8am 
 

DOUBLE “J” IS ON THE BOOK RUN THIS YEAR  
 

OUTDOOR PARTIES WELCOME 
 

MEMBER OF ABATE SINCE 2003 
 

WWW.DOUBLEJSPORTSBAR.COM  

OPEN: 
MON - THURS 10am - 2am 

FRIDAY 10am- 3am 
SATURDAY 8am - 3am 
SUNDAY 11am - 2am 
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15% ethanol). In reality, E-15 
produces more emissions than 
gasoline, and takes more energy 
to produce than it contains, and 
it's driving up food prices by 
causing a corn shortage.  E-15 
may not be available soon. 
 
That's it for now, 
Brian  
Legislative Curmudgeon 
 
"The high cost of living hasn't 
affected its popularity." 
 

 
On the same day, in Washington, 
Jim Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.) in-
troduced an amendment to the 
Highway Funding Bill that would 
make it illegal for USDOT to 
fund or conduct  motorcycle-only 
"safety checks" and checks for 
helmet usage. There are currently 
600 amendments introduced, so 
it's possible it won't get called, 
but at least he's trying. 
 
The grumbling about the EPA 
forcing E-15 fuel keeps getting 
louder. (E-15 is the gasoline with 

 
Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officer’s email 

 
 
 

President  Al    al@willcoabate.org 
Vice President  Vi    vi@willcoabate.org 
Treasurer  Pat    pat@willcoabate.org 
Secretary  Paul    paul@willcoabate.org 
Legislative  Brian    brian@willcoabate.org 
Activities  Barb    barb@willcoabate.org 
State Rep  Randy    randy@willcoabate.org 
Editor   John    john@willcoabate.org 
Merchandise  Sandi    sandi@willcoabate.org 
Safety & Ed  Monty    monty@willcoabate.org 
Membership  Helen    helen@willcoabate.org 
Road Captain  Jim    jim@willcoabate.org 
Sgt. At Arms  Mike    mike@willcoabate.org 
Public Relations Freak   freak@willcoabate.org 
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March 
13  Triathlon - Zelmo’s 11am 
25  Members Night Out - Double J’s 7pm 
 
April 
6  Board Meeting 7pm at the Post 
10 General Meeting at the Post 12noon 
23 Candle Light Bowl  
29  Members Night Out West Side Tap 7pm 
 
May 
1  Freedom Rally - Time TBA - IDOT, Springfield 
4  Board Meeting 7pm at the Post 
11  General Meeting at the Post 7:30 (Anniversary) 
 
June 
6  Board Meeting 7pm at the Post 
8  General Meeting at the Post 7:30pm 
24-26  ABATE of Illinois State Party - Effingham 
 

Upcoming Events 

Barb Activities 
 
After having this bout of 
warm weather I am more than 
ready to ride! We have a lot of 
exciting things coming up, 
please watch the calendar and 
come out and participate.  
The Candle light bowl is  
April 23rd. If you plan on at-
tending and bowling please let 
me know A.S.A.P.,  the bowl-
ing alley needs an approxi-
mate head count with names 
so they can have them already 
on the lanes ...  

I was approached about doing 
a memorial ride this year to 
honor those chapter members 
we have lost. Please e-mail me 
if your interested in organizing 
this ride or any other ride.  
If you have any ideas that  you 
would like to see the chapter 
do please see myself, Bobbi or 
Bill. 
Remember this is your chapter 
lets do thing you want to do. 
 
Thanks and Ride Safe,  
Barb 
2011 activities  
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Membership: 
Helen  
Hi Everyone, 
I am sorry that I did 
not have an article 

and a most wanted list in last 
month’s newsletter.  Just so 
that no one feels left out I am 
including the January 2011 list 
also. Riding season is coming 
up and we need everyone’s 
help by renewing your mem-

MOST WANTED 

Jan 2011                        

Feb. 2011                        

bership so that we can continue 
to stand up for your rights as mo-
torcyclists. I have plenty of ap-
plications so carry some with 
you to recruit more members. 
Remember that if you bring in 10 
new members you receive a free 
membership from the State of-
fice plus we have our own mem-
bership drive for you to win ex-
tra cash. Thanks and see you in 
March. 
hln 

March 2011                     

STAN    

JEFF    
CONRAD    

MAUREEN W  

DEREK    
EDWARD    
STEVE    

BONNIE    

FRANK    
CRAIG    
CHARLES    
TODD    
MARY K  
MARVIN    
JASON    

TIM    

ROGER L  

ED    

MICHAEL D  
JODI    
DAVID    
CARL    

GINA    

KELLY    
ERIC    

HEIDI    
NADINE    
JAMES J  
ROBERT    
MICHAEL J  

DANIEL J  
ROBERT R  
ED    

DALE D  
DAVID    
DOUGLAS    
MARY    
JIM    

JIM    

JODY    

CECIL G  

KATHLEEN    
MAGGIE    
BILL    

LINDA    

Last names 
published in 

printed version 
only. 

Last names 
published in 

printed version 
only. 
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TONYA    

REX    

CAROL    
SANDY    

JOHN    
WAYNE C  

KAL    

JEREMY    
MARIANO J  

CATHERINE    

GREG    

JULIEANNE    

ED    

DAVE    
JEANNETTE K  

TONY    
WENDY M  

KEVIN    

ANN M  

March Continued                     State Rep., Randy 
After discussion buying the swap 
meet in Southern Illinois it was 
voted down. I will explain at 
meeting.  
 
The waiver's are available on the 
state web site.  
 
ABATE license plates are being 
worked on again by Bob. Hope-
fully it will happen this time. 
 
The Freedom Rally has become 
Awareness Rally (made DOT 
happy). Awareness Rally was the 
original name (will also explain 
this and more on graphics for 
billboards at the meeting. 
 
LATER 
Randy (towm) 

My fellow abate members: 
Just want to let you all know I have the State Bike Raffle 
Tickets.  If you would like to purchase some, I am going to 
try to be at all of the member night outs this year as well 
as the membership meetings. You may also reach me at 
spivey24205@comcast.net or 815-693-1597.   5% of the 
proceeds come back to our chapter.  Each ticket is ONLY 
$5 each.   
  
Jackie  

Last names 
published in 

printed version 
only. 



Secretary, Paul  
 
All of the physical documents that were used to create WCA will be 
kept—although they will also be digitized.  All physical proclama-
tions will be kept—although they will also be digitized.  All physical 
cards will be kept—although they will also be digitized.  All physical 
documents will be kept for three years.  After that, the physical docu-
ments will be shredded.  We will still maintain a copy of the docu-
ments digitally.  Anyone wishing to express an opinion can contact 
me at paul@willcoabate.org.  

WCA documents 
 Board meeting minutes 
 General meeting minutes 
 Financial documents 
 Sign-in sheets 
 Sundry and various docu-

ments 
 Release forms 

ABATE of Illinois documents 
 

 Board of Directors meeting 
minutes 

 E-Board  meeting minutes 
 Financial documents 
 Sundry and various docu-

ments  

We are also trying to create an archive of WCA newsletters.  This is a 
list of the documents we have.  If you would like to donate to the ar-
chive, please contact me at paul@willcoabate.org and I’ll arrange 
taking possession. 

 May/June, 2006 
 June/July, 2006 
 August/September, 2006 
 November/December, 

2006 
 December, 2006/January, 

2007 
 January 15, 2007 
 February 19, 2007 
 March 19, 2007 

 April 23, 2007 
 May 15, 2007 
 June 15, 2007 
 July 15, 2007 
 August 15, 2007 
 September 15, 2007 
 October/November, 2007 
 Issue with Pumpkin Farm 

episode 

Stay Vertical, 
Paul 
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Chuck Grimm (Realtor) 
CENTURY 21 Danek Realty 
24724 W. Eames (Rt. 6) 
Channahon, IL 60410 
www.ChuckGrimm.com 
Chuck.Grimm@century21.com 
Office: 815‐521‐0055 
Fax: 815‐521‐9149 
Cell: 815‐351‐5485 

For assistance with all your Real Estate needs: 
Commercial,   Residential,     Buying,    Selling, 

Investment and Relocation. Call me. Chuck 

 

Receive Your  
Newsletter online, 
 And save us some  

green 

To opt out of a mailed newsletter copy send a request to: 
 

editor@willcoabate.org 




