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President: 
Mike Scovel 
 
The other day I saw the commer-
cial with “Hans & Franz”, you 
know from Saturday Night Live. 
I like that phrase, “We’re here to 
pump…you up!”  So, with that 
said I would like to pump all of 
you up! We are a month closer 
to riding season rolling into 
March, so what are your plans 
for the season? Do your plans 
include helping to preserve your 
riding rights? Did you know 
there are 720 hours in an average 
month? Would you be able to set 
10 hours aside each month to 
help protect those riding rights? 
That’s all it takes from each one 
of you to help out. Help out you 
say! Yes, you, reading this news 
letter! All it takes is talking to 
people, which is something we 
all do every day.  Tell them 
about ABATE and the type of 
things we do. You might be sur-
prised what can happen! Get that 
new member! Bring them to a 
meeting. Those seats get cold 
with no warm butts sitting in 
them!  
 
Legislative Day in Springfield is 
this month on Wednesday March 
4th. This is what we are all about 
people. This is one of our big-
gest events! I’m sure Brian will 
fill you in more on this event 
elsewhere in this letter.  
 
Lately, I’ve been talking to a 
huge number of people about 

this chapter. Things like what 
was this chapter like when it was 
first formed back in 2003. I 
heard things like, “it was stand-
ing room only back in the day!”  
Tons of riders showing up for 
events!  Glory days indeed!  
So…what the hell happened?? 
Are we turning into a bunch of 
old farts?  You, the membership 
tell me what is so different today 
than it was back in 2003?  
 
My goal for this chapter is to 
bring life back to this seemingly 
dying breed of people who once 
took it upon themselves to fight 
for what they believe is right.  
Do you still believe like you 
once did? As freedom fighters 
you need to get back in the fight.  
I, alone as well as the rest of the 
board cannot do it without in-
volvement from the members. 
 
Those of us on the board have 
been tossing around some ideas 
for activities for the members to 
do this year and I hope you will 
like some of these things to do. 
If we all work hard, we deserve 
to play hard too, the way I see it. 
I know JoAnne will have her 
work cut out for her trying to get 
things together. As long as eve-
ryone has fun that’s what counts.  
 
At our last meeting we had a 
special guest show up, Represen-
titive Natalie Manley. Oh and 
 

President Con’t on page 8 
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for a park this big; hence, it 
will bring business to Brown 
County including but not 
limited to Motels/lodging, 
gas stations, Off-Road Vehi-
cle dealerships and repair 
shops, Restaurants, and 
Sporting Goods & Outdoor 
Apparel  businesses.  

 
(3) We accepted the $15 fee on 

our off-road vehicles to get 
state owned land to ride on. 

 
(4) There are 473,698 acres in 

Illinois that are used for 
Hunting, Fishing, Horseback 
Riding, Hiking, Bird/
Butterfly Watching, Run-
ning/Walking but not 1 
ACRE for OFF ROAD usage  

 
(5) And if we don't get this park 

we will PASS a bill that will 
do away with the fee. No 
Land - NO FEE (TAX). 

 
On the national level:  
 
In an effort to prohibit the avail-
ability of E15 fuel, U.S. Reps. 
Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) and Peter 
Welch (D-Vt.) have introduced 
H.R. 704, the RFS Reform Act 
of 2015. The bipartisan bill 
would amend the Renewable 
Fuel Standard to recognize mar-
ket conditions and realities. It 
will also prohibit the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
 

Legislative Con’t on page 4 

Legislative: 
Brian Wendholt 
 
Hi, everyone— 
 
Things are starting to get busy, 
and there are several issues that 
we need to weigh in on with our 
lawmakers: 
 
Ask everyone  you know 
(friends, family, neighbors,) to 
CALL their legislators both Illi-
nois House and Senate; The Di-
rector of Illinois Dept. of Natural 
Resources, Wayne Rosenthal; 
and the Illinois Governor, Bruce 
Rauner, and let them know that 
the Off-Highway people have 
been promised a state owned 
place to ride for years. We have 
been patient far too long as it is 
and we want this park! The Sier-
ra Club type groups and the 
Hunting groups have been at-
tacking those I am asking you to 
call and now it is our turn to 
counter them and flood them 
with our calls and letters for this 
park. 
 
Talking Points are: 
 
(1) This Off-Road Park will 

bring more money to the area 
and state than hunting does 
in Brown County and the 
State coffers. 

 
(2) This park will bring riders 

into Illinois/Brown County 
from all across the country 
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GHz band “should proceed with-
out pre-emptive legislation that 
sets arbitrary deadlines and re-
strictive parameters.” 
Over-reliance on technological 
driving solutions could increase 
the risk to motorcyclists by lull-
ing motorists into a false sense 
of security and by reducing their 
overall awareness of their sur-
roundings while behind the 
wheel. 
 
Before allowing unlicensed de-
vices to operate within the band, 
the DOT needs to test them, free 
from political pressure and artifi-
cial deadlines, to ensure that mo-
torcyclists’ safety and privacy 
are secure and that vehicles us-
ing advanced crash-avoidance 
and vehicle-to-vehicle technolo-
gies are not compromised. To 
date, the DOT has been unable 
to guarantee there would be no 
interference. 
 
Intersections already pose a well
-documented problem for motor-
cyclists. Imagine how much 
more dangerous intersections 
would become if drivers begin to 
rely on advanced safety technol-
ogies that are not thoroughly 
tested!  Drivers may believe 
these technologies will protect 
them and other road users, and 
may not be prepared for mal-
function at a critical moment. In 
testimony before the House Sci-
ence, Space and Technology 
 

Legislative Con’t on page 6 

Legislative Con’t from page 2 
 
 from allowing the introduction 
into the marketplace of gasoline 
blends with more than 10 per-
cent of ethanol by volume. 
PLEASE call your Congressman 
and ask him to support, or better 
yet, sign on as a co-sponsor. 
 
On Feb. 10, U.S. Sens. Marco 
Rubio (R-Fla.) and Cory Booker 
(D-N.J.) introduced S. 424, the 
Wi-Fi Innovation Act . The bill 
would require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to 
open the reserved frequency 
spectrum to unlicensed devices 
in the upper 5.8 GHz and lower 
5.9 GHz band, eliminating the 
FCC and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s ability to ensure 
the vehicle-to-vehicle technolo-
gy is free from interference. 
 
Companion legislation (H.R. 
821) has been introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
by U.S. Reps. Bob Latta (R-
Ohio), Darrell Issa (R-Calif.), 
Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), Doris 
Matsui (D-Calif.) and Suzan 
DelBene (D-Wash.). 
 
We need to contact our con-
gressman and both senators and 
ask them to oppose these bills 
and support the Intelligent 
Transportation Society of Amer-
ica’s position that the testing 
plan for the use of unlicensed 
devices in the 5.8 GHz to 5.9 
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ADVERTISING COST    

SIZE 1 MONTH 6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 

1/4 page $15  $75  $150  

1/2 page $20  $100  $200  

Full Page (Flyer) $25  $150  $250  

Classified Ads $5 mo   $10 w/picture  

NO TRAVEL AGENCIES,  INSURANCE COMPANIES,  
OR LAWYERS  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format  

Payment must be received by the 15th of every month. 

Email: editor@willcoabate.org   

LEGISLATIVE DAY! 
 

Remember that our annual trip to Springfield is just a 
few days away! ABATE of IL Legislative Day is Wed., 
March 4th, and this year we don't have to compete 
with IGOLD, as it's on another date. So hopefully the 
Capitol won't be quite as crowded. Last year we had 
the largest group of any chapter, and we need to do 
it again! This is the most important thing we do all 
year, as nothing gets our lawmakers' attention like 
talking face-to-face. We had a signup sheet at the 
last meeting, but if you couldn't make the meeting 
and still would like to go to Springfield, let me or one 
of the other officers know, so we can plan for trans-
portation. It doesn't cost a thing to go; the chapter 
picks up the tab, even for lunch. And the after-hours 
reception for the lawmakers is legendary! Hope to 
see you there!  

 

Brian  
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Legislative Con’t from page 4 
 
 Committee in the last Congress, 
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion Assistant Secretary for Re-
search and Technology Gregory 
D. Winfree said, “We have very 
serious concerns about any spec-
trum sharing that prevents or de-
lays access to the desired chan-
nel or otherwise preempts the 
safety applications. At this time, 
the department is unaware of any 
existing or proposed technical 
solution which guarantees inter-
ference-free operation of the 
DSRC safety-critical applica-
tions, while allowing Wi-Fi ena-
bled devices to share the 5.9 
GHz spectrum”  
 
Finally, on February 12th, Con-
gressman James F Sensenbren-
ner (R-WI) circulated a “dear 
colleague” letter to inform his 
fellow members of the House of 
Representatives that he will soon 
be introducing legislation to end 
the federal funding of motorcy-
cle only roadside checkpoints. 
Currently the federal govern-
ment can and has supplied cash 
to states to conduct mandatory 
motorcycle only checkpoints. 
This legislation, which will be 
known as H.R. 1861, would put 
an end to that. In the letter 
Sensenbrenner states, “I will be 

reintroducing H.R. 1861, the 
Stop Motorcycle Checkpoint 
Funding Act, to protect motorcy-
clists’ rights and promote crash 
prevention as the most effective 
use of taxpayer money to save 
motorcyclists’ lives.” 
 
The Motorcycle Riders Founda-
tion (MRF), along with ABATE 
of Wisconsin met with 
Sensenbrenner to discuss this 
important matter. The MRF ob-
viously strongly opposes this 
sort of motorcyclist discrimina-
tion. “Pulling law abiding motor-
cyclists off the road does not 
make anyone safer is a waste of 
taxpayer money and is law en-
forcement harassment at its 
worst,” said Jeff Hennie, Vice 
President for Government Rela-
tions and Public Affairs for the 
MRF. 
 
We need to contact our con-
gressmen yet again and ask them 
to cosponsor HR1861, because 
even though checkpoints are 
banned in Illinois, if you ride out 
of state, you just might get 
pulled over. 
 
Till next month,Brian  “I may 
not be able to change the world, 
but I’ll sure as hell leave a 
scar!” 
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2015 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers  

President Mike mike@willcoabate.org 815.557.8525 

Vice President John johnf@willcoabate.org 815.342.6928 

Secretary Paul paul@willcoabate.org 815.514.7599 

Treasurer Joan joan@willcoabate.org 815.741.1646 

Legislative Brian    bruab@willcoabate.org 815.725.4357 

Safety & Education   officers@willcoabate.org   

Activities JoAnne activities@willcoabate.org 773.230.0233 

BOD Repre. Mad Maxx maxx@willcoabate.org 630.220.8731 

Editor Pat editor@willcoabate.org 815.258.6113 

Membership Helen helen@willcoabate.org 815.723.6839 

Merchandise 
Virginia & 
Deb 

virginia@willcoabate.org 
815.545.0502 
815.557.8750 

Public Relations Pink pink@willcoabate.org 815.210.3134  

Road Captain Jackie jackie@willcoabate.org 815.693.1597 

Sgt. At Arms TC tomc@willcoabate.org 815.325.4403 
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President Con’t from page 2 
 
 now she is a member of our 
chapter! She really likes us (for 
some reason) and has turned into 
a great friend helping us out 
where she can. Natalie took 
some questions from the mem-
bers and is looking into some 
things for us.  
 
Warmer days are just around the 
corner, 
 
Mike  

October 1st - Book Run ends.  
 
November 14th - Book Run    
Party 
 
We're planning some dinners 
runs once the Book Run starts. 
Watch for details on our Face-
book page. If you have any ideas 
for rides this summer, send me 
an email.  
activities@willcoabate.org 
 
Stay Warm! 
JoAnne 

Activities: 
JoAnne Nudelman 
 
The calendar says spring is just 
around the corner. I sure hope 
so, because I'm tired of the cold! 
I want to be out riding!  
 
We've been working on the 
Book Run for this summer. 
Books should be available by 
May 1st and will give us a great 
list of places to ride to! Thank 
you to everyone who has been 
making calls to new establish-
ments and connecting with our 
previous ones so we can make 
this a fun riding season! Also 
thank you to everyone who has 
been proofreading documents for 
me. Your help with that is great-
ly appreciated! 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
May 1st - Book Run starts 
 
June 14th - Kneeze in Breeze 
Run (Dukane Chapter) 
 
July 12th - Family Picnic Day at 
the Post 
 
August 9th - 6th Annual     
Women's Run (Dukane Chapter) 
 
September 12th - Hooters & 
Scooters 
 

mailto:activities@willcoabate.org
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 

March 1, 2015 Triathlon 
Check out our Facebook page for more details 

 

March 4, 2015 Legislative Day 
March 4, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
March 11, 2015 @ 7:30pm General Meeting 

(Book Run Committee after General Meeting) 
 

April 1, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
Sunday, April 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General 

Meeting 
 

May 6, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
May 13 , 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting 

 

All are at the Harwood Post  (I80 & Larkin) 
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March 2015 

Membership 
Helen Bernier 
 

Riding season is coming up, I 

know it doesn’t feel like it as I 

write,  and we need everyone’s 

help by renewing your member-

ship so that we can continue to 

stand up for your rights as mo-

torcyclists. I have plenty of ap-

plications so carry some with 

you to recruit more members. 

Remember that if you bring in 

10 new members you receive a 

free membership from the State 

office plus we have our own 

membership drive for you to win 

extra cash. Thanks and see you 

in March  

February 2015 

BRIAN   CLARK 

SUSAN   CLARK 

SANDY   GORECKI 

PAUL   IZRAL 

KENNETH H KILLIAN 

JOHN   KRASKE 

KATHIE   LUBBEN 

BILL   MITCHELL 

JOHN   POLICANDRIOTES 

CHERYL   UPSHAW 

TIMOTHY   ZAWADA 

AUGUSTA M STUDNICKA   

CARLOS C BANTING   

BRAD   BARRERAS   

BILL   CARY   

BRIAN T CHARLEY   

REBECCA   COHN   

STEVE   EGAN   

KATHIE   FLYNN   

KEVIN   FLYNN   

EDMUND H GILLETTE   

MARK   KEENAN   

DENISE   MEEHAN   

GERALD   MEEHAN   

CATHY   PETTAVINO   

KIRK   SCHLOSSER   

CHRIS   WELBOURN   

April 2015 

DIANA   ALBERICO 

THOMAS   ALBERICO 

MIKE   CARDILLI 

CONRAD   COULTAS 

MAUREEN W COULTAS 

MICHAEL   GONDA 

MIKE   GORS 

BOB   KULAS 

ROBERT   LACHO 

CHRISTO-
PHER   McCOY 

YVETTE   MONTOYA 

BETTY  

OWSAIK-
KOCHANOWSKI 

MARVIN   PASIA 

MARY K PASIA 

ANDY   PASSON 


