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Welcome to our 2015 
Board Members of  

Will County A.B.A.T.E. 
2015 is looking to be an 

exciting year for 
A.B.A.T.E. riders 
Check out all of our  

newsletters in the coming 
year. 

Happy New Year! 

January 2015  
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Will County ABATE,  P.O. Box 928 
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President: 
Mike Scovel 
 
Happy New Year to all our 
members and their families! 
 
First of all I owe a great deal of 
thanks to all the board members 
that decided to stay on for “one 
more year”. Without them we 
might not be able to carry on. 
Brian & Pat Wendholt, Paul 
Burden, Helen Bernier, Mad 
Maxx, & Joan Lovera. Special 
thanks to Randy Scott. To those 
who stepped up to be on the 
board, JoAnne Nudelman, Vir-
ginia Molck & Deb Scovel, 
“TC” Cleaver, “Pink”, and to 
John Faulhaber for agreeing to 
be my Vice President. It really 
does mean a lot to me that all of 
you want to help. Thank you to 
all the members who came out 
and voted for all of us. I know 
we all ran unopposed but there 
is always the chance of a write 
in. We had a fantastic turn out! 
 
Will County ABATE is like a 
big family. Sometimes we have 
good days, sometimes we have 
bad days. In the end we always 
manage to get things done. This 
past year we had a great deal of 
lack of participation once we 
got past legislative day. My 
thoughts were that we, as a 
chapter, had become perhaps 
stale?? Will County is one of 
the most powerful chapters in 
 

 the state, and I believe we can 
stay at the top.  
 
I know that membership is 
down state wide (under 10,000) 
but we still need to set the bar 
high for other chapters by stay-
ing at the top. Like any family, 
we need to teach the next gener-
ation of freedom fighters how to 
get things done. Yes, I said free-
dom fighters, because that’s 
what we ALL are. Fighting for 
our freedom of the road! We 
need to get the next generation 
of ABATE members ready to 
take over the fight!  
 
I am working on getting our 
web site updated so we all can 
stay informed. Maybe a new 
look? Information is so im-
portant in every aspect for all of 
us. It’s important to keep our 
members up to speed on current 
events. 
 
This is a new year, and we have 
a clean slate to start. I encour-
age each and every one of you 
to step up and get involved in 
2015. I have all the confidence 
that Will County will be strong 
as ever. Our priorities for the 
coming year are: Hooters & 
Scooters, Legislative, Book 
Run, Safety & Education, and 
of course membership. We need 
to retain current members as 
well as bring in new members.  
 
President cont’d on page 4 
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December 2014 January 2015 

Membership 
Helen Bernier 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
By the time you get this newsletter 
Christmas and New Year’s will be past 
so I hope you all had a wonderful and 
safe holiday season.  Our next upcoming 
event is the Cabin Fever Party. I hope 
that you can all attend. We have posted 
on Facebook and the Yahoo Group the 
details. Please join the event if you can 
make it or you can call me at 815-723-
6839 or send me an email at hel-
en@willcoabate.org. Hopefully the 
weather will treat us well. 
 

I am also looking for a backup for the 
Membership Coordinator position. I 
would like to find someone that would 
be interested in running for membership 
next year, 2016. If you think you might 
be interested or even just curious about 
the position please call or email me and 
we could get together to discuss. 
 
Thank you everyone for your continued 
support of Will County ABATE and 
have a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year. 
 

 Hln 

TED   AMLING 

JAMES   ANDERSON 

JENNIFER A ERICKSON 

DAVID   FLOYD 

JAMES   FOSTER 

NADINE   HUGMEYER 

GREG   LISZKA 

PAULINE   LISZKA 

CHIEKO   MAGGIO 

JoANNE   NUDELMAN 

KEVIN K SMITH 

JOE   VIOLA 

NOELLE   VIOLA 

KATHERINE   CLEMENT 

EDWARD   CURL 

TONY   GRAZULIS 

CHUCK   HARRIS 

SYLVIA   HARRIS 

ROBERT   JALOVEC 

MARY   MACKIEWICZ 

STEVE   MACKIEWICZ 

SEAN   McGINNIS 

JAY   SPIVEY 

MICHAEL T STANISLAWSKI 

SHAWN M WEST 

BRIAN   CLARK 

SUSAN   CLARK 

SANDY   GORECKI 

PAUL   IZRAL 

GENE   KIBBEY 

KENNETH H KILLIAN 

February 2015 

JOHN   KRASKE 

KATHIE   LUBBEN 

BILL   MITCHELL 

JOHN   POLICANDRIOTES 

CHERYL   UPSHAW 

TIMOTHY   ZAWADA 
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Welcome to 
our 2015 

Board  
Members  

Names to be published in the  
February 2015 newsletter 
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President con’t from page 2 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone 
at the Cabin Fever Party on Janu-
ary 10th. Legislative Day in 
Springfield is March 4th. January 
14th will be the first general meet-
ing for the New Year. Let’s make 
2015 Great, Strong, and FUN! 
 
Think Spring! 
Mike    

could negatively impact motorcy-
cling for me to ignore the chal-
lenge.  
 
At this time it’s too early to tell 
how things will play out in 
Springfield. Our incoming Gov-
ernor is a motorcyclist who got 
an “A” grade on our candidates’ 
survey, so that’s a plus. On the 
other hand, the Democrats hold a 
veto-proof majority, so if they 
want to cause us grief, it’s con-
ceivable they could—BUT there 
are plenty of Democrats who are 
our friends, so that seems unlike-
ly. EXCEPT if the Governor and 
the Legislature are unable to co-
operate, they might send him 
some bills he’s opposed to just to 
send a message, and we could be 
the sacrificial lamb. It behooves 

Leg. Cont’d on page 6 

Legislative 
Brian Wendholt 
 
Hey everyone— 
New year, old job……….yes, I’m 
back as your Legislative Coordi-
nator, even though I wanted to 
step back for a while. There is 
just too much happening that 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 
 

January 7, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers meeting 
January 10 Cabin Fever  Party— 

See Flyer, also check the Will County website, the Will County  
Facebook page, and the yahoo group 

January 14, 2015 @ 7:30pm General meeting 
 
 

February  4, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers meeting 
February 11, 2015 @ 7:30 General meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

All are at the Harwood Post  (I80 & Larkin) 
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Do you or know of anyone 

who has experience in     

managing websites? 

 

Will County ABATE is looking 
for anyone who would be     

interested  in managing our 

ABATE website. 

 

Qualifications are a basic    
understanding of HTML, FTP, 

and CSS compatible editors 

such as Adobe Dreamweaver, 

and image and file 

management.   
 

If interested please respond to  
officers@willcoabate.org 
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Save Your Chapter Some Ca$h! Download Your Newsletter Online! 
 

www.willcoabate.org 
 

TO OPT OUT OF A MAILED  
NEWSLETTER COPY SEND A REQUEST TO: 

 
helen@willcoabate.org 

 
For those interested in receiving the newsletter online, It will be on the 
website the last week of the month. If you would like to be notified via 

email when it is posted, please sign up for our Yahoo group  
 

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/willcoabate/) 
 

This will also keep you up to date with legislative issues and Will County 
ABATE activities. If you are having problems joining the Yahoo group, 

please send an email to  
 

pink_floyd67@comcast.net  
 

and an invite will be sent out. This is the most efficient way to keep our 
members up to date with all of our information. 

ADVERTISING COST    

SIZE 1 MONTH 6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 

1/4 page $15  $75  $150  

1/2 page $20  $100  $200  

Full Page (Flyer) $25  $150  $250  

Classified Ads $5 mo   $10 w/picture  

NO TRAVEL AGENCIES,  INSURANCE COMPANIES,  
OR LAWYERS  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format  

Payment must be received by the 15th of every month. 

Email: editor@willcoabate.org   

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/willcoabate/
mailto:pink_floyd67@comcast.net
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Leg. Con’t from page 4 
 

 us to stay on our toes and 
watch closely.  I’m just glad 
we have such a good relation-
ship with the lawmakers in this 
area! 
 
Some of the scariest things are 
taking place in D.C., and I’ll 
go into a lot more detail at our 
January meeting. But here’s a 
small preview:   Those of us 
who work on our own vehicles 
may be in violation of the Dig-
ital Millennium Copyright Act. 
A nonprofit watchdog group 
says that the computer code 
that controls onboard systems 
is considered proprietary by 
vehicle manufacturers, and 
they want to be the sole vendor 
for upgrades or optional chang-
es to these systems, because 
it’s potentially very lucrative. 
Want more?  In a clear exam-
ple of the madness of NHTSA, 
under guidelines they suggest-
ed last year, 12 seconds is the 
amount of time you can safely 
take your eyes off the road to 
mess with the touchscreen de-
vice in your vehicle.  Really?  
At highway speeds you’ve 
traveled the length of four 
football fields in that time!  
Still not scared?  The Feds are 
getting ready to mandate vehi-
cle-to-vehicle communication 
in all units manufactured after 
2016, including motorcycles. 
Vehicles being able to sense 
other vehicles or imminent col-

lisions is good, right?  Well, yes, 
except that they haven’t come up 
with a way to make the system 
hacker-proof, so somebody could 
disable the system of somebody he’s 
pissed at, or send a false report of a 
major accident so the police all head 
in one direction while he holds up a 
bank in the other.  Think it won’t 
happen?  You might want to talk to 
some people at Sony.  There’s still 
more to tell you, but I don’t want 
this to be too long, so you’ll have to 
come to the meeting to hear the oth-
er stuff. 
 
Remember that Legislative Day is 
March 4th, so ask for the day off 
now so you can attend.  This is the 
most important event of the year. I 
can’t stress how important it is for 
our lawmakers to see us there in 
person, educating them on the bills 
that affect us.  After we visit them at 
the Capitol, many of them come 
across the street to the reception at 
the State House Inn to socialize with 
us.  This is actually where we 
strengthen our bonds with them, and 
they look forward to it.  Last year, 
the Northeast Region had the most 
members in attendance, and Will 
County had the biggest turnout in 
the Region.  Let’s do it again with 
an even bigger group!  I’ll have a 
signup sheet at the January and Feb-
ruary meetings.  Oh—one other 
thing:  I found the pizza place that 
Dan Rutherford’s staff turned us on 
to! 
 
Until the meeting, stay vigilant, 
Brian Wendholt 
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2015 Cabin Fever 
January 10, 2015 

Harwood Post 1080 
6:00pm to 10:00pm 

Catered Italian dinner  
music and fun! 

Door Prizes! 
50/50 Raffle!  

Please RSVP to Helen at (815) 723-6839 

by December 31st so we can plan 

enough food for everyone. 

Free to members. $5-non members

(Guests of members only) 

Join Will County ABATE that night and 

stay for the party for free!  


