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President
Jim “Ebs”

And always remember "Right in
Right Out".
Thanks,

Hi everyone! Just a short note this
month. Had a great time at cabin
fever. Want to thank Pam for running the show and everyone else
who helped out that night including Mike and Mandi, Paul and
Frances and Brian and a GREAT
BIG THANK YOU TO Mr. Ed
and T.C. for the great meal once
again.

Jim "Ebs" E
President
Will County ABATE

Keep an eye out for upcoming
events including the triathlon at
Zelmos. That's it for now be safe,
keep warm. See ya' ll soon.

2013 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Legislative
Safety & Education
Activities
BOD Repre.
Editor
Membership
Merchandise
Public Relations
Road Captain
Sgt. At Arms
Webmaster

Jim
Mike
Paul
Kim
Brian
John
Pam
Madd Max
Pat
Helen
Sandi
Freak
Mike
Brian
John

jim @ willcoabate . org
mike c. @ willcoabate . Org
paul @ willcoabate . org
kim @ willcoabate . Org
brian @ willcoabate . org
john @ willcoabate . org
pam @ willcoabate.org
maxx @ willcoabate . Org
editor @ willcoabate.org
helen @ willcoabate . org
sandi @ willcoabate . org
freak @ willcoabate . org
mike w. @ willcoabate . Org
brian _ p @ willcoabate . org
webmaster @ willcoabate . org

815.482.4445
815.514.7599
815.725.4357
815.342.6928

815.258.6113
815.723.6839
815.213.3946

815.909.8753
815.342.6928
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Interested in getting more involved?
Would you like to know what is involved in
volunteering?
Come to an officers meeting
the first Thursday of the month 7:00pm at Harwood
Post.
This is a way you can see what is involved and what
YOU can do to help.
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Legislative Brian

Greetings, Will County Chapter—
The big news this month concerns the resistance the EPA is getting for its plan to
introduce E15 fuel. After the AAA
weighed in with its concerns about drivers
accidentally putting the wrong fuel in their
tanks, the California Air Resources Board
said that even if they approve E15 it would
take several years before it reached the
market. CARB does its own testing of fuels and sets its own rules about the sale of
fuels, and usually, as goes California, so
goes the rest of the country. The EPA has
also decided to back off their ridiculous 4gallon-minimum requirement when consumers purchase gasoline. We’ll probably
be stuck with E15, but it’ll take a while
and there’ll be better safeguards in place
when it does go on sale.
One other news item from D.C. is the resignation of Interior Secretary Salazar. You
may remember a couple of years ago when
Congress thwarted his plan to designate a
huge amount of land as “wilderness”, he
waited until the Christmas recess, then
issued an executive order making that land
“wild land”, which accomplished the same
goal. Good riddance! (The only problem
is, this administration seems to thrive on
issuing orders, directives, etc., when Congress doesn’t go along).
Closer to home, we’re making plans for
ABATE’s annual Legislative Day in
Springfield. Will County Chapter has always had a big turnout, and this year we
need to make sure our presence is noticed.
We have a bunch of new lawmakers who
aren’t familiar with us, and who might
think motorcyclists have no interest in

politics. If we want to keep our freedoms,
we have to educate them about our priorities and show them that we’re responsible,
well-informed, politically active citizens
who are willing to work to attain our goals.
Our chapter has been challenged by Piasa
Gateway Chapter, who says they can get
more members to attend than we can, and
we can’t let that happen, right? Our chapter picks up the tab for transportation and
lunch, and the drinks are free at the reception, so it doesn’t cost you anything but
your time, and you’re doing your part as a
freedom fighter for motorcyclists everywhere! So reserve Wednesday, March 6th.
We’ll meet at Harwood Post and hit the
road at 5AM. After meeting with our legislators at the Capitol, we’ll have the chance
to rub elbows with them in a more casual
atmosphere at the reception that evening at
the hotel across from the Statehouse. Will
County always makes a memorable impression, and even lawmakers from outside our area want to hang with us! We
need to keep in mind that we basically
have one-party rule in Illinois now, which
makes our job that much more crucial.
We’ve already seen what Cullerton is capable of trying. I don’t care what your
position on gun ownership is—just substitute “motorcyclist” for “gun owner;” that
should be enough motivation to get down
to the Capitol. If you can possibly go, email me at Brian@willcoabate.org . I’ll
also have a signup sheet at the February
meeting.
Another event that’s definitely worth attending is “Heartland STEAM,” March
22-24 in Peoria. This is a seminar and
gathering of MROs from 7 Midwestern
states—sort of a mini-“Meeting of the
Minds,” and in my opinion, every bit as
informative and motivational. Illinois only
hosts it every 7 years, so now’s your
chance! Last
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Save Your Chapter Some Ca$h! Download Your Newsletter Online!
www.willcoabate.org
TO OPT OUT OF A MAILED
NEWSLETTER COPY SEND A REQUEST TO:
helen@willcoabate.org
For those interested in receiving the newsletter online, It will be on the
website the last week of the month. If you would like to be notified via
email when it is posted, please sign up for our Yahoo group
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/willcoabate/)
This will also keep you up to date with legislative issues and Will County
ABATE activities. If you are having problems joining the Yahoo group,
please send an email to
pink_floyd67@comcast.net
and an invite will be sent out. This is the most efficient way to keep our
members up to date with all of our information.

ADVERTISING COST Column1
Column2
Column3
SIZE
1 MONTH 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR
1/4 page
$15
$75
$150
1/2 page
$20
$100
$200
Full Page (Flyer)
$25
$150
$250
Classified Ads
$5 mo
$10 w/picture
MUST BE MOTORCYCLE RELATED. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format
Payment must be received by the 15th of every month.
Email: editor@willcoabate.org
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S a f e t y a nd
Education
By: John

For several days, I've been attempting to formulate this article in
a way that doesn't read like me
preaching or regurgitating a PSA.
I doubt I will succeed, but here
goes nothing.
The last subject in the workbook
the MSF publishes for the Basic
Rider Course is impairments. The
subject must be pretty important,
since we ask each student to complete the section individually instead of in groups like the rest of
the classroom material. The section deals with many different impairments like alcohol, legal and
illegal drugs, emotions, fatigue and
even ego. There's a 10 minute
video training aid we show at the
end of the section that details not
only the effects, but the financial

aspect of getting caught and convicted of riding or driving impaired. I've asked if any students
would like to try the “drunk goggles”, which simulate an impaired
person's eyesight. Watching students walk into his/her classmates
and the furniture is both demonstrative and entertaining.
I can guess what many are thinking: Here's the obligatory S&E
“Don't drink and ride” article.
Maybe, but there are two things I
won't do here.
First, I won't bore anyone with a
bunch of statistics that won't be
remembered anyway. I'll just say
that according to many of the government reports, alcohol was a factor in a greater percentage of fatal
motorcycle crashes than other
types of vehicle.
The other thing I won't do is tell
you what to do or not do. I just ask
that you think about it.
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Activities
By: Pam

Hey Everybody, I would like to
thank everyone for coming out
to the Cabin Fever Party and for
all those that helped. Mr. Ed,
TC, Ebs, Mike C., Francis and
Paul, Kim, Barb, Helen, Terri,
Al, Dave, Dan, Pink, and for all
who brought a dish to pass, it
was awesome – such Great
Teamwork!!
I am also excited about all the
great things we have planned
this year for our Activities. The
Book Run committee has already begun planning the book
this year and the committee is
absolutely shining with new
ideas. We have experienced riders who know what we are
looking for, where to look and
are out there talking up the book
already. Our goal is to have
books done by 4/1. So stay
tuned for more details in
months to come.
Sunday Feb 24th is our annual
Triathlon being held at Zelmos
for only $7 an entry. Registra-

tion begins at 11 am, games
start at 11:30 am. We are playing pool, bags and darts so start
practicing.
Are you interested in getting
together and bowling? We are
checking out some bowling alleys for March if we can get the
right price. So Stay tuned.
Don’t forget March 6th is Legislative Day, Brian needs all of
our cooperation and support that
day so sign up now to go down
to Springfield for the day –
much fun!!!
There are plans in the making
for a very special 10 year Anniversary Run in May. Tentative
date 5/11 for the Will CO
ABATE Presidents Run. We are
asking the Past Presidents to
join us and lead us on an exciting adventure that day including
Jeff and Mike coming in from
out-of-state. This will be a great
ride!!
The Best of the West!
Pam

Page 8

Legislative

(Continue on Page 8)
(Continued from Page 4)

time I went, there was a representative
from the FIM, which is Europe’s largest
MRO, and what she had to say made me
realize how lucky we are in the States—
what riders in Europe have to deal with is
absolutely frightening, and you’ll come
away with a new resolve to fight for our
freedoms. Imre Szauter, Government Affairs Officer for the AMA, will probably
make an appearance; the guy’s knowledge
of pending legislation at both the state and
federal level is incredible. He’s a walking
encyclopedia! I’m sure Canada will be
represented as well. But the main attraction is the ability to interact and exchange
ideas with freedom fighters from our

neighboring states—this opportunity is
priceless. Our chapter had a good-sized
group that attended in ’06, and it would be
great to do it again. And if this March is
anything like last March, we just might be
able to ride there! We’ll have registration
forms at the February meeting, or you can
e-mail one of the officers and they’ll be
glad to get you set up. The host hotel is the
Grand Hotel; rooms are $79 a night including breakfast. Seminar cost is $50 before
February 28th, $60 after. You can also register at www.abate-il.org. Click on Heartland STEAM.
Till next month, ride with your eyes on the
road and your fists in the wind!
Brian Legislative Curmudgeon

Upcoming Meetings & Events:
February 7 @ 7pm Officers meeting*
February 13 @ 7:30pm meeting*
February 24 @ Zelmos Triathlon
(11am)
March 6—Legislative Day—Springfield, IL
March 7 @ 7pm Officers meeting*
March 13 @ 7:30pm meeting*
March 22– 24 Heartland STEAM—Peoria, IL
* Harwood Post (I80 & Larkin)

Page 9

Page 10

Membership Helen
Well 2013 has begun. It began with the
Cabin Fever Party that was a great success. For 2013 I am asking all of the
members of Will County ABATE to try
to bring in at least 1 new person to the
membership. If each person brings in 1
then we will double our membership.
Remember that we have our own membership drive for the year. The top 2
people will win prizes that are presented

March 2013

February 2013
CARMAN
MARILYN
MEL
NADINE
VICTOR
GENE
ROBERT
KELLY
TONY
RODERICK
RICHARD
FRANK
JAMES
DAVID
KATHY
TOM

L

J

ELENA
BILL
STEVE
JENNIFER
WAYNE
ROBERT
MARK
PAUL
HJ
VERNA
JACK
ERIC
TONY
KAREN
STEVE
LISA
REBECCA

A
C

to them at the Cabin Fever Party. Our
top 2 people, or couples, this year were
Mad Maxx and Karen & Steve Thacker.
Please keep an eye on the Most Wanted
list and if you see anyone on the list that
you know give them a friendly nudge to
send in their renewal. I will also be
sending out renewal notices. Thank you
to all of our members and I hope to see
you next month at the General Membership meeting.

Member’s last names
are
published only in the
printed version of the
newsletter.
See the printed newsletter for the names of
members
coming up for renewal

Page 11

02‐2013

Plainfield, IL 60544

P.O. Box 928

Will County A.B.A.T.E.

NON‐PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PLAINFIELD, IL
PERMIT NO. 36

