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President:   
Brian  
 
 
 

Greetings, everyone— 
 
Chapter elections are this 
month, and while there are no 
uncontested races, there is a 
couple with no nominees. If you 
have an interest in filling one of 
them, write your name in; we’d 
be happy to have you. 
 
 Thanks to all the officers and 
“unofficial” officers who served 
this year. All of them did more 
than just what they were elected 
to do. Will County Chapter isn’t 

alone when it comes to lack of 
participation, but it’s unique in 
that our apathy has the potential 
to change motorcycling in Illi-
nois forever, and not in a good 
way. I guarantee you that our 
political adversaries are watch-
ing membership numbers and 
reading our posts online, and 
they’re doing the math, waiting 
for the time that we’re so weak 
that we can’t mount an effective 
opposition to their anti-
motorcycle agenda. When you 
turn your back on your chapter, 
do you really think you’ll be 
able to influence legislation as 
one individual? 
 
Brian  
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Thank you 
For a Job 

Well Done! 

To the current 2014 
Board members for their 

dedication, hard work 
and  

support through out the 
year. 
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Across the Aisle 
               By: John  
 

 

(Note:  I originally intended this 
article to accompany the picture 
published in last month’s news-
letter, but shut my brain off for a 
few minutes and sent Pat an arti-
cle from last year instead.  Sorry 
about that, everyone.) 
 
I joined ABATE in 1996.  In all 
of those years, I had always seen 
our focus center on two equally 
important, though often separate, 
points; legislative issues and safe-
ty and education through our 
driver’s education presentations.  
On September 19th, Mike S. and I 
bridged that gap.   

 
Mike and I were graciously host-
ed by Tim Boe, head of the driv-

er’s education program at Plain-
field South High School, and 
gave ABATE’s Awareness 

presentation to 130 students 
across 5 class times.  We were 
honored to have as our guests 
State Rep Natalie Manley (D-98) 

and State Senator Jennifer Ber-
tino-Tarrant (D-49) for part of 
our day in the school.  Both legis-

lators were impressed with our 
work in the school.  I’m glad we 
got the opportunity to show the 

legislators the safety centered ser-
vices ABATE provides to com-
munities across our state. 

Picture republished—see below 
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Save Your Chapter Some Ca$h! Download Your Newsletter Online! 
 

www.willcoabate.org 
 

TO OPT OUT OF A MAILED  
NEWSLETTER COPY SEND A REQUEST TO: 

 
helen@willcoabate.org 

 
For those interested in receiving the newsletter online, It will be on the 
website the last week of the month. If you would like to be notified via 

email when it is posted, please sign up for our Yahoo group  
 

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/willcoabate/) 
 

This will also keep you up to date with legislative issues and Will County 
ABATE activities. If you are having problems joining the Yahoo group, 

please send an email to  
 

pink_floyd67@comcast.net  
 

and an invite will be sent out. This is the most efficient way to keep our 
members up to date with all of our information. 

ADVERTISING COST    

SIZE 1 MONTH 6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 

1/4 page $15  $75  $150  

1/2 page $20  $100  $200  

Full Page (Flyer) $25  $150  $250  

Classified Ads $5 mo   $10 w/picture  

MUST BE MOTORCYCLE RELATED. NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format  

Payment must be received by the 15th of every month. 

Email: editor@willcoabate.org   

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/willcoabate/
mailto:pink_floyd67@comcast.net
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Legislative 
Mike  
 
Greetings to all!  Looks like we 
are in the early grip of winter al-
ready!  Well that just sucks. 
Seems like autumn gets shorter 
every year.  The elections have 
passed, and I’m glad to say that 
all of our Abate friendly officials 
in our area won their races.  The 
judge in the Ron Oswald case was 
retained, which doesn’t make me 
happy.  Don’t forget that our 
chapter election is December 10th, 
so take a break from Christmas 
shopping and attend the meeting 
and vote.   
 
March 4, 2015 is set for Legisla-
tive Day in Springfield.  This is 
our day to shine for our rights as 
motorcyclists!  We can make a 
difference!  We have been tossing 
around some ideas on how we 
should travel that day to the capi-
tal.  Perhaps taking the train, or 
going down the night before.  As 
always the weather will be the 
determining factor.   
 
There is not a lot going on at the 
state level as the session really 
hasn’t started.  The issues at the 
federal level are still looming for 
the coming year. HR 2414 Black 
box privacy, HR 875 Ethanol 
comprehensive testing, HR 1861 
Motorcycle check points, S1925 
Driver privacy act, S2078 Stop 
motorcycle check point funding 
act. We need to keep an eye on 
these bills and make sure they 
work in our favor.  
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and is looking forward to 
a great Christmas.  We have lost a num-
ber of our brothers and sisters in the 
past year, so let us not forget them or 
their families.  We all need to continue 
to fight for our motorcycling rights. 
Let’s carry on the fight in the coming 
year. We need to, we have to.  
 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
(MRF) gave Abate of Illinois some 
great recognition in 2014. As they put 
it, “Abate of Illinois is an example of 
they way a motorcycle rights group 
should work”.  In their November/
December issue, Abate of Illinois was 
#1 six out of seven years in regular 
membership & sustaining membership.  
We fell to #3 in 2014.  That is some-
thing we need to worry about.  Our 
membership is falling state wide.  We 
need to get our membership back over 
10,000. 
 
Even with falling membership state 
wide, we were still able to get the job 
done.  However, the more it falls the 
harder the remaining members have to 
work and our voice is not as loud in 
Springfield and Washington DC. We 
need to teach, train, and motivate new 
members.   
 
Let’s tuck our bikes away for the winter 
(I really hate saying that!) and look to-
wards spring. It will be warm before we 
know it.   
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 
Mike    
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2014 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers  

President Brian    brian @ willcoabate . Org 815.725.4357 

Vice President Randy randy @ willcoabate . org 815.474.0045 

Secretary Paul pauL @ willcoabate . org 815.514.7599 

Treasurer Joan joan @ willcoabate . org 815.741.1646 

Legislative Mike mike @ willcoabate . org 815.557.8525 

Safety & Education Noelle noelle  @ willcoabate . org 815.690.2082 

Activities       

BOD Repre. Mad Maxx maxx @ willcoabate . org 630.220.8731 

Editor Pat editor @ willcoabate.org 815.258.6113 

Membership Helen helen @ willcoabate . org 815.723.6839 

Merchandise       

Public Relations Freak freak @ willcoabate . org   

Road Captain Joe joe @ willcoabate . org 815.690.2083 

Sgt. At Arms Brian    brian _ p @ willcoabate . org 815.909.8753 

Webmaster Mark webmaster @ willcoabate . org   
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Do you have experience in managing websites? 
 

Will County ABATE is looking for a current Will 
County member who would be interested  in 

managing our ABATE website. 
 

Qualifications are a basic understanding of 
HTML, FTP, and CSS compatible editors such as 

Adobe Dreamweaver, and image and file 
management.   

 
If interested please respond to  

officers@willcoabate.org 

Address: 
272-274 N. Main Street, 
Seneca Illinois 61360 
 
Phone: 
815-357-8809 

 
Hours: 
Mon-Thurs 7am—1am 
Fri—Sat 7am—3am 
Sun 10am—midnight 
Kitchen 11am—9pm 
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Elections for 2015 Officers will be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 10h, 7:30pm at the Harwood Post. Your vote 

makes a difference. If you can’t make it to the 
meeting, please use the absentee ballot on page 12. 
 

1. Check one box per position. 
 

 2. Put this ballot into a stamped envelope and mail to: 
 
  Will County ABATE Elections 
  P.O. Box 928, Plainfield, IL 60544. 
 
 3. If there are two (2) people voting in the same household,  
      please make a copy of the ballot and mail in  

      separate Stamped envelopes. 
 
 4. Please write your name clearly on the envelope so the election 
      team can verify that you are an active Will County member. 
      Votes Are confidential. Only the election team will open the 
      envelopes. 
 
 5. Ballots must be received in our P.O. Box by 12/10/14  

      in order to be counted. Late ballots will be discarded.  
  The new officers’ names will be posted on the website  
  and in our newsletter. 
 
Thank you for being a member of Will County ABATE! 
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Official 2015 Will County ABATE Officers Absentee Ballot 

Office  Candidates Vote 

President   Mike Scovel  (John Faulhaber)  

(Write in)      

Legislative   Brian Wendholt  

(Write in)      

Safety & Ed           (Write in)     

(Write in)      

State Representative   K. D. “Mad Maxx” Meier  

(Write in)      

Treasurer   Joan Lovera  

(Write in)      

Secretary   Paul Burden  

(Write in)      

Membership   Helen Bernier  

(Write in)      

Public Relations    (Write in)       

(Write in)      

Sergeant-at-Arms   Tom “TC” Cleaver  

(Write in)      

Road Captain        (Write in)   Jackie Spivey  

(Write in) 
    

Activities                (Write in)    JoAnne Nudelman  

(Write in)      

Newsletter   Pat Wendholt  

(Write in)      

Merchandise   Virginia Molck and Deb Scovel  

(Write in)      
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 

December 3 @ 7:00pm Officers meeting 
December 10 @ 7:30pm General meeting 

2015 Officer Elections 
 

January 7, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers meeting 
January 10 Cabin Fever  Party— 

Details to be announced in the January Issue, also check the Will 
County website, the Will County Facebook page, and the yahoo 

group 
January 14, 2015 @ 7:30pm General meeting 

 
 

All are at the Harwood Post  (I80 & Larkin) 

 
 

2015 Dates to be announced! 

- 
 

 
 



 Page 14 

Membership :      
Helen  
 
Currently we are at 300 members. 
Just think about it, if each of our 300 
members brought in just 1 person 
our numbers would go way up. Just 
1 person! We have plenty of applica-
tions. You can pick them up at Har-
wood Post or pick some up at the 
Membership Meeting.  
 
Our membership committee consists 
of all 300 of our members. At the 
November General Membership 
meeting the members voted to set 
aside some money to try to increase 
our membership. We will be form-
ing a smaller committee to see what 
we can do this coming year to in-
crease our numbers and get more 
participation from all of our mem-
bers. If anyone is interested in being 
a part of this committee please con-
tact me at helen@willcoabate.org. 

We would also like any and all sug-
gestions from our 300 members with 
any ideas that the committee can 
use. Please send me an email with 
your ideas. 
 
Elections for Officers are at the De-
cember Membership meeting so 
please make sure that your member-
ship has not expired so that you can 
vote. I look forward to seeing you all 
at the December meeting. 
 
DID YOU KNOW: That if you 
bring in 10 new members you get a 
1 year free membership from 
ABATE State?  
 
Thank you everyone and I hope to 
see you all at the next meeting and at 
the Cabin Fever Party in January. 
 

hln 

Member’s names are  
published only in the printed  

version of the newsletter.  
 

See the printed newsletter for the names of 

members coming up for renewal 

mailto:helen@willcoabate.org

