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Pr e s i d en t :
Brian Wendholt

Greetings, everyone, and Happy
Spring!
Yes, I know it’s still unbelievably
l cold, but the birds are back,
there’s an ever-so-slight green beginning to show in the grass, and
we’re gaining a couple minutes of
daylight every day. Regardless of
how unlikely it seems, riding season IS coming. I finally couldn’t
stand it any longer and went for a
(very) brief ride on the 14th,
against medical advice, and unknown to Pat (at the time) just so I
can say I’ve been on the bike this
year. I’ve been having problems
with my left leg for the past
month, and I even had to skip Legislative Day (first time in 8 years).
I finally couldn’t stand the pain
and swelling, so I went to the doctor, who sent me to the ER
(against my wishes), where I was
admitted for an acute embolism
and thrombosis in that leg. Was
discharged the evening before our
March meeting, and I was really in
pain at the meeting. Now Pat gets
to give me a shot of blood thinner
in my abdomen twice a day. At
least she has a big target to aim
for!
Our Triathlon at Zelmo’s was a
hit. Everyone had a good time, and
John went out of his way to set up
a fantastic spread for us. Thanks,

John—you went way above and
beyond. And a big thanks to all
the members who volunteered and
saw to it that things went off without a hitch! Our first Game Night
was held on March 15th, and Pat
said it was a great time. (I had to
miss it because I’m under orders
to stay off the leg and keep it elevated). Noelle had a great idea for
something different, and I’m sure
it’ll become a regular event. Well
done, all who helped and attended!
Now I’m going to try to crawl up
onto my soapbox. I know Mike
has a full report on Legislative
Day in this issue, and I couldn’t be
prouder of our members who
made the trip to speak face-to-face
with our lawmakers. You truly
understand why ABATE was
founded. You not only met with
the legislators in our service area,
you carried the water for other
chapters who didn’t feel the need
to show up—which brings me to
the reason for my “rant.” I’m sure
this’ll aggravate or offend some
people, but I have to get this off
my chest. By the time you’re reading this, the Primaries will be
over, and we were only asked for
help from ONE campaign (not
withstanding chapter member Steve Egan). Kirk Dillard’s campaign
manager asked for our help because he “knew he could count on
ABATE when help is needed”.
Mike posted the call on our Facebook page,
and…………….nothing. Not a
Con’t on page 4
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Interested in getting more involved?
OK so the weather is staying above 0 and the snow is melting nicely.
I have already seen some bikes out on some of the warmer days.
Please remember to pack some applications on your bike and as a
matter of fact keep some in your glove box in the car. Let’s try to get
our membership up in the next few months. Think warm and sunny.

Would you like to know what is involved in
volunteering?

DID YOU KNOW: If you sign up for a 5 year membership that you
are only paying for 4 years? Also if a couple signs up they only pay
$45 instead of $50.

Come to an officers meeting
the first Wednesday of the month
7:00pm at Harwood Post.
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This is a way you can see what is involved and what YOU can do to help.
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Con’t from page 2
single response. And this is a
trend that’s been occurring for a
while (and definitely not just with
this chapter). It’s been harder and
harder to get volunteers when
we’re asked, and evidently the
politicians have noticed because
they’ve stopped asking. This is
nothing short of ominous for the
future of the motorcycle rights
movement. If politicians think
we’re no longer relevant, why
would they support our agenda?
Because they like us? Because
we’re nice people? Better think
again.
We’re in a fight for our survival.
We desperately need SB3312 to
be passed, we’re facing numerous
attempts to control motorcycle
“noise,” the CDC has made their

official recommendation that we
need a national helmet law, thugs
on sportbikes (who can’t even be
called “bikers”) are terrorizing
communities nationwide and
drawing all kinds of media attention……….the list goes on and
on. Friends, if we don’t get back
to the business of helping our
cause by helping those who can
help us, we’ll be looking at the
end of all the freedoms we’ve won
and enjoyed. We HAVE to get
actively involved again! The next
time you’re asked to help get one
of our friends elected, are you going to step forward and say “hell
yeah”, or are you going to slouch
down in your chair and hope nobody notices you?
That’s all, get out and ride!
Brian Wendholt

2014 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers
President

Brian

brian @ willcoabate . Org

815.725.4357

Vice President

Randy

randy @ willcoabate . org

815.474.0045

Secretary

Paul

pauL @ willcoabate . org

815.514.7599

Treasurer

Joan

joan @ willcoabate . org

815.741.1646

Legislative

Mike

mike @ willcoabate . org

815.557.8525

Safety & Education

Noelle

noelle @ willcoabate . org

815.690.2082

BOD Repre.

Mad Maxx

maxx @ willcoabate . org

630.220.8731

Editor

Pat

editor @ willcoabate.org

815.258.6113

Membership

Helen

helen @ willcoabate . org

815.723.6839

Public Relations

Freak

freak @ willcoabate . org

Road Captain

Joe

joe @ willcoabate . org

815.690.2083

Sgt. At Arms

Brian

brian _ p @ willcoabate . org

815.909.8753

Webmaster

Mark

webmaster @ willcoabate . org

Activities

Merchandise

Upcoming Meetings & Events:
April 9 @ 7pm Officers meeting
SUNDAY April 13 @ 12:30pm meeting

MAY — MOTORCYCLE
AWARENESS MONTH
May 7 @ 7pm Officers meeting
May 14 @ 7:30pm meeting
All are at the Harwood Post (I80 & Larkin)

AMERICAN LEGION HARWOOD
POST NO. 5
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
7 DAYS A WEEK AT 11 AM
SUPPORT YOUR VETERANS
EVERY FRIDAY $1 DOMESTICS
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Con’t from page 6
SB 3312 Poker Run Bill. Passed
executive committee and on to
Senate floor. Will amend it again
as it goes thru the Senate. The
floor vote is week of the 19th, if it
goes thru it could get done by the
end of March and then to the Governor for signing! SR 634 E-15
Bill This bill urges Congress to
pass HR 875 to scientifically determine the effects that E-15 will
have on internal combustion engines of all types. It made it thru
the House, now we need the Senate Committee on Assignments to
release it so we can work it on the
Senate floor. Since then, it went to
Agriculture & Conservation Committee. So there will be more opposition from the Corn & Ethanol
Lobby that will have state professional speakers in the capital lobbying against us. Everyone needs
to make calls on this issue. WE are
set to make history in the world of
Motorcycle rights organizations.
For those of you that attended the
chapter meeting on the 12th, I had

made the announcement that the
Dukane chapter had spoken with
Mary Flowers on Legislative Day
and that she had been getting her
info from NITSA and has since
found out that all that info was
incorrect, she is now willing to sit
down with ABATE to get the true
facts! She has turned around 180
degrees about motorcycles! Now,
2 years ago Dan Dixon had the
chance to sit down with her and
give her info about motorcyclist,
and she still didn’t respond in our
favor. I have to believe that Dan
laid the ground work for what happen this year to get her turned
around in our favor. Persistence
seems to have paid off! It goes to
show that we should never give up
on our beliefs. Good job to Dan
and Dukane for getting this done!
Spring will be here some day,
Mike
“The probability that we may fail
in the struggle, ought not deter us
from the support of a cause we
believe to be just.”
Abraham Lincoln

YOUR CHAPTER NEEDS YOU!
ACTIVITIES or MERCHANDISE COORDINATOR
Have fun meeting new people
Contact us at officers@willcoabate.org or come to any
officers or membership meeting

For those of you who do not have an “M” classification on your license, PLEASE attend a FREE Motorcycle Rider Safety Training
Course. After passing the course, you will automatically qualify for
the “M” classification. If you already have an “M” classification, there
is also an Experienced Rider Safety Course available to sharpen your
skills. Course information is available from the
Illinois Department of Transportation.
They can be reached at

http://www.dot.il.gov/cycle2.html
The regional center for the Will County area can be reached at
1-800-252-3348
or

http://www.mrp.uiuc.edu/

Merchandise Sale
Select Shirts 1/$5.00 or 3/$10.00
Hoodies $5.00 off now $25.00
Come to the May Meeting
ADVERTISING COST
SIZE
1 MONTH 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR
1/4 page
$15
$75
$150
1/2 page
$20
$100
$200
Full Page (Flyer)
$25
$150
$250
Classified Ads
$5 mo
$10 w/picture
MUST BE MOTORCYCLE RELATED. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format
Payment must be received by the 15th of every month.
Email: editor@willcoabate.org
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Legi s l at i v e:
Mike Scovel
Legislative day was held on
March 5 in the Springfield Illinois and was a tremendous success. First of all the Northeast
region had a total of 32 people in
Springfield with Will County
leading the pack with 14. Will
County had the most people in
Springfield that day and what
interesting note we were able to
get most of our appointments
done in the morning with only
two that we had to see after
lunch. This goes to show what
work can get done when you're
able to split the appointments up
amongst enough people. I had a
great team of people to help out
that day and we all work together as a team. People that I would
like to thank for their help Joan
for helping me tie up loose ends
the last few days before the trip,
and for helping set lunch up,
Dan Dixon for driving and giving us a place to eat at Dan
Rutherford’s office, and to Maxx
for driving on the trip back. I
don't want to forget the rest of
the chapter members who took
time off work to help out that
day. With us having so many
members there and made the day
go by so much smoother and
quicker I couldn't do what I
couldn't have done it without
you. Thank you so much!
For the most part all of our representatives and senators were

on our side of the issues. HB
4223 Raffles and Charitable
Games Act. Provides for the regulation of poker runs as raffles,
rather than as charitable games
events. Provides that poker runs
shall be licensed by the governing body with jurisdiction over
the key location and the license
granted by the key location shall
cover the entire poker run. We
explain that motorcyclists are the
first to answer the call to help
those less fortunate and lend a
helping hand with money, so let
us help those who are less fortunate. We had a good response
from the legislators that day, and
they see our point of view. It’s
still in committee and should
come out week of the 19th of
March. SB 2633 Off Highway
Vehicle Stamp. This bill would
make non street legal vehicles
users have to buy a stamp in order to use it off road. One of the
things we pointed out to Sen.
McGuire was that if you do that,
and then why not make golf
courses get stamps for the golf
carts? Not only that but you have
to put these dirt bikes and ATVs
on trailers that you already had
to buy plates and insurance for
already. Sen. McGuire agreed
with us on that, and said that we
made a very good point. The bill
passed the Senate 56-0 is now on
its way to the House.
Con’t on page 12
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Safety & Ed
Noelle Viola

Spring is here, bikes are being
cleaned, tuned up and getting the
cob webs blown out. Please remember to watch for those pot
holes, not only in your lane, but
the ones the 4 wheeler next to
you is swerving to avoid. We
have some big things coming for
Motorcycle Awareness month in
May, watch the Will County
ABATE Facebook page for updates.
Coach your families, children,
and grandchildren to watch for
motorcycles. Teach them when
texting is OK and when it is not.
Texting should never be done in
a moving car. Remember, checking Facebook, Twitter or any
other Social Media while in a
moving vehicle is dangerous.

Update on Activities:
We have all pulled together to start
our year off partying together, after
a fun and successful Triathlon at
Zelmo's last month, we held our
first game night a couple of weeks
ago, a good time was had on one of
the last cold Saturday nights.
Book Run is coming and we are
looking forward to it starting on
May 1st. Be sure to check our Facebook page or website for a complete list of participants where you
can purchase your books. The run
will go from May 1, 2014 through
October 1, 2014. The books will
remain the same price as last year
$15.00 each and that gets you entry
to the book run party at the end of
riding season....get out there, visit
the establishments, try something
new.

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY &
AWARENESS MONTH
Safety & Awareness
Seminar*
In cooperation with:
The Village of Shorewood and The
Shorewood Lions Club

Contact us if you need a yard
sign or bumper sticker.
*This is NOT a riding class

The ad placed in the March 2014
issue for Steve Egan should have
had the following disclaimer on the
ad: "Paid for by Abate PAC, a copy
of our report filed with the State
Board of Elections is (or will be)
available for purchase from the
State Board of Elections, Spring-

Saturday May 3 10:00-11:30am
Shorewood Village HallEast Parking Lot
1 Towne Center Blvd
(Rt 52 west of River Rd)
For info contact: Noelle@willcoabate.org
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