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SB 2535 which would require
all riders and passengers 18
and under to wear helmets
FAILED March 18th, with 19
Yea votes and 32 Nay votes!!!
THANK YOU AND GREAT
JOB to all who worked so
hard to protect freedom.

Will County ABATE, P.O. Box 928, Plainfield, IL 60544
www.willcoabate.org
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President: Jay
Hello Everyone
I would like to
thank everyone who
came out to the March meeting.
It was a very good turn out. The
membership in attendance voted
to have the chapter promote
motorcycle safety on a billboard
for the month of May. I truly
believe this is a wise investment
of chapter funds.
I spoke at the meeting on how
we all need to concentrate
vigorously on growing our
membership. ABATE of Illinois
reported that for 2009 2,500
members did not renew their
membership. We have decided
as a chapter we must come up
with ways to appeal to other
riding groups. If anyone has
ideals on how to attract younger
riders, Gold Wing groups, Sport
Bike groups, and motorcycle
enthusiasts in general please
contact Brian our legislator
coordinator or me. If we
continue to allow our
membership to drop off we will
loose our strength as a lobbying
body.
I want to personally thank our

members who attended ABATE
legislation day in Springfield on
M a r c h 1 1 t h . Wh e n o u r
membership shows up for this it
truly shows our elected officials
that we are serious, a motivated
organization and, we care.
As I sit here and write this
tonight I found out earlier that
the Illinois Senate voted SB
2535 down today. I heard on the
radio tonight a recorded clip
from a Senator from the Benton
area who gave a speech before
the vote on how they should let
the parents be parents with out
interference from law makers.
Thanks to all who made those
calls!!
A reminder: At the April 11th
meeting Monty will be giving a
short presentation of our class
room presentation. Everyone
should see this presentation it
may strike your interest to help
out or just to be knowledgeable
on it. That way when you are out
there talking to future members
you can let them know of
another great thing ABATE does.
Ride Safe
Be Courteous to Others on the Road
Jay

Rider Training Information HURRY CLASSES FILL FAST!
http://www.outreach.niu.edu/mcycle/
http://www.dot.state.il.us/cycle.pdf
http://www.mrp.uiuc.edu/
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Monty
Safety & Ed

classes or we would not be able to keep
up with the schools.

Well Ladies and
Gents, Boys and
Girls, Dudes and
Chicks, the High
School Motorcycle Awareness program is off to a great start this year.
We have been to 4 schools and have
done 24 presentations in front of 616
kids.
We have 7 more schools scheduled
before the end of the school year.

We are still in need of more instructors.
Teaching at the high schools is a blast.
The kids have a great time and we are
doing something that will save a life
someday. If you are interested in learning how to teach a class, stay after the
general meeting on April 11 to see a
mock presentation to see how a general
classroom instruction is done. No need
to fear, all our instructors have fun with
the class.

Minooka school has agreed to allow
us to fly the Start Seeing Motorcycles
banner on the school property, at
least for the month of May but maybe
permanently.
Thanks to Maria, Allison and Freak
for all their help with instructing

For more info on these classes, contact
me.
Monty
The high school schedule for April and
May is on Page 14.
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Chuck Grimm (Realtor)
CENTURY 21 Danek Realty
24724 W. Eames (Rt. 6)
Channahon, IL 60410
www.ChuckGrimm.com
Chuck.Grimm@century21.com
Office: 815‐521‐0055
Fax: 815‐521‐9149
Cell: 815‐351‐5485
For assistance with all your Real Estate needs:
Commercial, Residential, Buying, Selling,
Investment and Relocation. Call me. Chuck
Mom’s Cookies Benefit
Barbara

down route 30 with a police escort.

Great job to the members of the Will
County chapter who worked so hard to
make the March 27th Mom's Cookies
Benefit a huge success. In 7 short
hours over $2,400.00 was raised from
the door, And another $1,000.00 from
50/50's and the lighthouse - $3,400.00
in total allowing a sponsorship of 76
boxes.

To all that helped at the door, selling
50/50's and sponsoring a gift a box
thanks from the bottom the bottom of
our heart, you all rock! This just shows
how tight our chapter members are and
what we can accomplish. Much thanks to
Russ who had to Drive an hour and half
round trip to pick up necessities so the
band could keep playing and didn't have
to stop. Ground Control and the Righteous Hillbillies were great.

The winner of the lighthouse was our
very own Mr. Ed who graciously donated it back to MOM'S for their next
benefit on April 10th to be held in
Gardner IL. starting at 5pm.

Thanks to ZELMO'S for the donations of
the food, and thanks to all who attended
from the bottom of my heart.

Tom and Cindy extend a "Great Job"
on the welcome home for Corporal
Gilbert. Amazing how fast you can get

Barb,
Chapter Member
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Legislative: Brian
Greetings, Will County
Chapter!
Before I get into my
report, I need to address
something that occurred at our March
meeting:
I was approached by a
member who had a newspaper editorial
he wanted to show me. He felt I should
read it to the Chapter during my report.
The problem is the editorial was highly
critical of an elected official who has
had our highest rating in the Voters'
Guide for years. None of the issues
raised in this editorial had any direct
connection to motorcycle rights. When
I declined to use the editorial in my
report, this member showed it to
several people on his own. Being that
this is an election year, it's a good time
to remind everyone of the mission
statement of ABATE of Illinois and
Will County Chapter:
we promote a safe and unrestricted
motorcycling environment, and work to
elect those officials who support our
cause.
We're not exactly a single-issue
organization, but we have a single
focus: motorcycle rights and nothing
else. Those of you who are NRA and
ISRA members should be able to grasp
this concept. We're not concerned with
foreign policy, school funding, property
tax relief or any other of the many
issues facing us. And we all know
there are many issues facing us. It's our
*right* as Americans to vote. It's our
*duty* to be informed voters and to
vote our conscience. If you feel you
can support a motorcycle-friendly
candidate, great. If you have problems
supporting them based on other issues,
then by all means, vote your

conscience. But to actively talk against
them at an ABATE function could cost
our Chapter its charter, not to mention
causing irreparable damage to our
relationships with other politicians who
have supported us over the years. If
they have the feeling we would turn
against them based on nonmotorcycling issues, why in the world
would they continue to support us?
OK, now to the good stuff. Thirteen of
us made the trip to Springfield for
ABATE Legislative Day, which made
us by far the largest group there for the
second year in a row. I know Vi has a
report elsewhere in this issue, so just let
me say THANK YOU to Doug for
getting us the free use of a 15passenger van, and the rental of a
second van for $100. And thanks to
Crest Rentals for providing the vans! If
you're ever in need of a rental vehicle,
please remember them; and be sure to
thank them for their generous donation.
Thanks also to Doug for driving, along
with Tom and Al, and to the members
of Will County Chapter for picking up
the tab for the van, fuel and lunch.
This year, due to the humungous
number of bills being considered, we
didn't get to meet our legislators like
we did last year, but we more than
made up for it at the reception after
they adjourned for the day. We did get
to meet with Sen. Dan Rutherford,
thanks to Dan And I was lucky enough
to have a brief conversation with House
Republican Leader Tom Cross. I went
to his office to drop off our position
paper on HB162, knowing full well that
he was in a committee meeting. But
when his secretary saw my business
card, she said "wait a minute" and
disappeared into his office. A few
(Continued on page 9)
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SUNDAY - BLOODY MARY BAR
PLENTY OF BIKE PARKING

COVERED OUTDOOR SMOKING AREA
KARAOKE - EVERY WED & SAT@ 9:30PM
CHECK OUT OURDAILY SPECIALS

STOP IN EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS
WE OPEN AT 8am
DOUBLE “J” IS ON THE BOOK RUN THIS YEAR

OUTDOOR PARTIES WELCOME
MEMBER OF ABATE SINCE 2003
WWW.DOUBLEJSPORTSBAR.COM
OPEN:

MON - THURS 10am - 2am
FRIDAY 10am- 3am
SATURDAY 8am - 3am
SUNDAY 11am - 2am
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seconds later she returned, followed by
Rep. Cross. He thanked us for our help
over the years, complimented us on our
professionalism and said he supported
HB162 and stated he will always be
there when we need help.
HB162 would transfer the
administration of the Cycle Rider
Training Fund from IDOT to the
Secretary of State, which would make it
extremely difficult for a Governor to
get his hands on it. The Secretary of
State would have a fiduciary duty to the
motorcyclists of Illinois to make
maximum, efficient use of the money to
fund rider training and to transfer
money in the fund to approved
motorcycle training programs without
the further authorization of any
governmental body or official. This
bill has strong bipartisan support, and
picked up 15 additional co-sponsors on
Legislative Day and two more the next

day.
At the Federal level, the big land-grab
is on, with *entire states* being
classified as "wilderness areas" in an
attempt to ban the use of ATVs and dirt
bikes. The CPSC lead ban on products
intended for kids is set to go into effect
in July 2011 if Congress doesn't amend
the law; fortunately there have been
bills introduced to do that.
Till next time, remain vigilant.
Brian,
Legislative Curmudgeon
"If you don't read the newspaper, you
are uninformed; if you do read the
newspaper, you are misinformed."--Mark Twain

Shy Vi - Legislative Day
Legislative Day was on 3-11-10 and as
usual our chapter showed up in force.
Representing our chapter were: Brian,
Bill, Judie, Kat, Al, Dan, Marty, Barb,
Keith, George, Doug, Tom, & yours
truly. We met at 5:30 a.m. @ the Post.
Thanks to Doug & Crest Rentals for
the use of their vans to get us there.
We arrived in time for a short meeting
by George, A.B.A.T.E.'s State Legislative Coordinator who handed out packets to give to every Senator & Representative in our state. We walked from
one end of the Capital to the other, up
& down floors trying to catch our reps
in their offices. Unfortunately, even
though Brian had called ahead, they
were in committee meetings/hearings.
Nevertheless we dropped off our info
packets with their staffs. At one point,

all 13 of us and a gentleman from
B.O.G. chapter all squeezed into 1 elevator that had a weight limit of 2100
lbs. The elevator actually wept after the
doors closed & made groaning noises
as it tried to move! V.P. Al determined
optimistically that our group exceeded
the weight limit by at least 700 lbs.
There was a mini-panic attack by some
of the guys (won't say who) behind me,
some started to claw at the doors
amongst much laughter. The lack of
being able to inhale fully caused a lack
of oxygen which contributed to the
'B'day to ya' giggles. When the doors
finally opened, it looked like it had
puked us all out. Needless to say, it
would have taken an act of Biblical
proportions to get us all on the same
elevator again! ...and we're walking...
Rep
(Continued on page 11)
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Activities:
Brenda
Spring has sprung and
riding weather has begun. Or at least it did for
a little while and then
mother nature took it away again. Get
your calendars out and start filling them
in, because there's going to be a lot of
things to do this year and it’s starting
already!
The 2010 Book Run kicks off on April
10th. This year we have 36 regular
stops and 6 bonus stops. Books will be
for sale at the regular stops only. To
see where you can get your books go to
our website, www.willcoabat.org and
click on the link. You can also access
our interactive google map at:
http://tinyurl.com/2010-bookrun
On Friday April 16th we will have a
Summer Riding Season kick off Party
at Westside Tap on Houbolt Rd. in
Joliet, across from Joliet Jr. College.
There will be a live band and just for
the heck of it drawing. Donations will
be taken at the door to cover the cost of
the band. The band is ~HERITAGE~,
they are hometown boys. Hope to see
everyone there to start off the run and
riding season with a bang, or should I
say vroom.
Our April membership meeting will be
Sunday the 11th at the Harwood Post at
noon. Just a reminder to those who
entered the Winter Mileage Contest, it
ends that day, so you must bring your
bike in for an odometer check. Also,
the Summer Mileage Contest starts that
day. So if you would like to enter, you
must also have your bike there plus the
entrance fee of $10.
April 30th will be our first dinner run of
the season. We will meet at Harwood
Post in Joliet at 5:30, kickstands up at
5:45. Road Captain Tony will lead us

on a ride that will end up at The River
Bar & Grill in Coal City. There will be
an all you can eat buffet for $10 and $1
domestics. Later music will be provided by D. J. Cathy.
The following day, on May 1st , J.K.
Harrisons in Braceville will be doing
their complementary luncheon for us.
We will be meeting at the Harwood
Post once again only this time at noon,
and then we will ride down to Braceville. The Route 66 Red Carpet Corridor is going on that weekend so we can
stay and enjoy it. For more information
on it go to:
http://www.il66redcarpetcorridor.org/
The ABATE Freedom Rally, “Ride to
the Capitol” takes place on Sunday
May 2nd.
Our Anniversary Meeting is May 12 at
7pm at the Harwood Post. As usual it
will be dinner and the meeting. This
year we will have Sloppy Joes. You
may bring a dish to pass also.
We will also be doing the Annual Jackhammers game in honor of May being
Motorcycle Awareness Month. The
date is to be announced.
You won’t be bored this year, that I can
promise. Hope to see you all out and
about.
Ride safe and have fun doing it.

Vice President
Al
Hello fellow members!
A reminder to get your
book run booklets, You'll receive a free
pop/beer coozie with each booklet.
You can catch up with Monte, myself,
and others for the state raffle tickets,
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only 5 dollars a ticket.
In March's meeting the members voted
on the billboard sign for motorcycle
awareness month in May, to be installed for the month of May. It'll be
up real soon, I don't think you'll need
glasses to see this sign!
Mark your calendars, August 1, 2010
is the Northeast Region one day event,
this is another way for all of our chapters to come together and get to know
one another.
Just a reminder for the month of May ,
May 2nd, The Vest Run, May 2nd,
The Freedom Rally Ride To The Capital, May 16th, The Shepard's Run.
Ride Safe and Be Safe
Al

J.K. HARRISON’S
PUB & GRILL
103 S. Rt. 53
Braceville, IL 60407
(815) 237-2953
Kitchen Open Everyday!
Daily Homemade Specials
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
(Kids Menu Too!)

Hours:
Sun - Thurs: 8:00am - 2:00am
Fri - Sat: 8:00am - 3:00am

Proud Members of:
RT 66 Assoc.
ILBA
ABATE
Red Carpet Corridor

Look For Us On FaceBook!

Shy Vi on Legislative Day - Continued from page 9)

Dan Rutherford was one of the few
who came out of a meeting to meet w/
us for a few moments. We all took the
opportunity for a photo-op. Rep Rutherford posted the pic on his Facebook
w/some supportive words about our
organization. ...And we're walking...
through the tunnel to the Rep. bldg.
where we dropped off more packets to
the staffs. After a quick lunch, we
went into a meeting where Ira
Silverstein was questioned re: helmets
for our children on bicycles (SB2627).
Nice to know there was some common
sense on the floor as 2 of the Senators
pointed out some of the obvious matters of contention. ...and we're walking... Ran into Sen. Dave Syverson in
the halls who appreciated us being
there. ...and we're walking... In the
early evening, A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois

hosted a get-together where our elected
officials could join us and partake of our
hospitality. Our chapter had the pleasure
of sitting w/ several including Rep Kay
Hatcher.
It was a very informative day. You all
should participate at least once to see
how our government process works.
Bring lots of patience, your sense of humor, and a good pair of walking shoes.
We arrived back at the Post by 9:30. A
long day but we made ourselves seen
and heard.
B'day to you all. ~
Shy Vi
PS - Ask Al about the - B’day...
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Road Captian:
Tony
Hello everyone!
I am watching the snow
fly as I write this article on the first day
of spring.....what is wrong with this
picture?? If you don't like the weather
in the midwest, stick around for 5 or 10
minutes, it will change!!
Here's hoping that you all have had
your routine maintenance performed on
your bikes as we prepare for what is
shaping up to be a busy riding season.
There is never a shortage of organized
rides and with the increased events
comes increased chances of accidents.

Merchandise:
Sandi
Hello everyone.
Hope your all looking forward to spring as much as
I am! I would just like to let everyone
know that I’ve been working hard on
getting the original artwork back with
us, and have finally succeeded (thank
you Jackie and Lauren). I am now in

Always remember to practice safe group
riding techniques. Never give in to peer
pressure, do not ride past your skills.
Keep your group rides safe and enjoyable.
I am in need of sites for our Motorcycle
Awareness signage. Any member who
has a location for these, either send me
an email or give me a call with the location. May is just around the corner and
we need to be sure that we get our message out to the public.
Did you know that in 2007 44% of the
motorcycle operators killed had been
drinking?
Ride Safe,
Tony
full swing of finding a local business to
get our merchandise from, negotiating
prices and selection. In the mean time, I
have long sleeve denim shirts at $40.00,
a couple hoodies at $40.00, And long
sleeve t-shirts for $15.00. Please feel
free to get a hold of me if you have any
questions, or just want to give me some
new ideas for merchandise.
Have fun and ride safe,
Sandi

2010 A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Will County Chapter Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Activities
State Rep
Editor
Merchandise
Safety & Ed
Membership
Road Captain
Sgt. At Arms

Jay
Al
Pat
Jackie
Brenda
Randy
John
Sandi
Monty
Helen
Tony
Jim

jay@willcoabate.org
al@willcoabate.org
pat@willcoabate.org
jackie@willcoabate.org
brenda@willcoabate.org
randy@willcoabate.org
john@willcoabate.org
Sandi@willcoabate.org
monty@willcoabate.org
helen@willcoabate.org
tony@willcoabate.org
Jim@willcoabate.org
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Membership: Helen “hln” Bernier
Hi everyone. Well March is living up to its reputation as being unpredictable. It is
snowing and cold right now. Brrrr! I hope everyone was able to get out on our few
good days.
I just want to remind everyone that I would appreciate you notifying me as soon as
possible if you have an address change so that we do not get charged by the Post
Office for returned. Thanks.
Due to the high number of non-renewals, over 2500, the State Office is sending out
a special mailing to all of them. The Chapter WILL receive their portion of the
dues. The last time they did this they had a little bit better than a 10% renewal. See
you all at the next meeting.

April 2010
JOHN
CHUCK
LAURICE
COLETTE
JASON
LYN
DANIEL
DAVID
JOHN
BRENDA
ED
KIM
MIKE
ROB
THOMAS
AARON
TONY
BILL
LARRY
JOSEPH
JIM
KATHLEEN
KENNETH
RAY
KENNETH
MARK
JOHN
JEFF
AMY
KEITH
GARY
KARL
LISA
JACK
RAYMOND
RAYMOND

May 2010
BEVERLY
JERRY
CARL
TODD
KEVIN
ANTHONY
DAN
CAROL
TOM
CAROL
RICH
GAIL
CLAYTON
TRACY
WALLY
ROCKY
BARBARA
ADAM
PAUL
PAM
TED
BLAISE
HELSON
CHRIS
CRAIG
MARK
JERRY
VIOLET LEKIC
BOB
MICHAEL
REBECCA
SCOTT
KAREN
DOUG
BRIAN
PAT
CHRISTOPHER
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UPCOMING EVENTS
6
7
11
13 & 14
16
16
30

April
Lemont High School
Board Meeting at the post -7pm
(SUNDAY) General Meeting at the Post 12 NOON
Wilmington High School
HS Presentation - Plainfield East
Riding season Kick off party - West Side Tap - 8:30pm
HS Presentation - Plainfield North HS

2
3
8
10
12

May
ABATE Freedom Rally “Ride To The Capitol” - Springfield
Plainfield South High School
Peotone Swap Meet
Lincoln Way East Community High School
General Meeting - ANNIVERSARY outside at the post 7:30pm

The Newsletter is edited for mechanics and according
to the by-laws.
For calendar updates check:

www.willcoabate.org

To opt out of a mailed newsletter copy send a request to:

editor@willcoabate.org

