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President:
Mike

Hello Will County Abate! It looks
so far that spring has graced our
presents a little early this year!
Let’s hope Mother Nature isn’t
playing a nasty trick on us. We had
a great turnout for the March meeting! Thank you to all who came
out!
Last month I asked all of you what
has happened to the chapter and the
members between now and when it
was formed. Have you asked yourself if there is something more you
could do to help? Well I put out a
challenge to all of you. MEMBERSHIP CONTEST! Yes, a contest
for all of you. During the months of
April & May, I put up my own money for the winner of the contest.
Who ever brings in the most members during those two months will
win a FREE YEAR MEMBERSHIP PAID BY ME! The contest
is from April 1 to May 31. I showed
all of you that I am serious about
this, and I even put the money in an
envelope and gave it to Helen for
her to hold for the contest winner. I
put up $45 in case it was a couple
that wins. $25 if it’s a single winner. Who will win it! Get out there
and win it! By the way, to make it
fair, my wife and I are not eligible
to win. However, I will continue to
sign up new members!
At the last meeting Brian spoke to
us about a subject called “Vision
Zero”. This is not good for anyone

who drives any thing! Look for
more detail and read Brian’s article
so that you are informed on this and
other legislative subjects.
We had a great day in Springfield
on March 4th. Brian does a fantastic
job for this chapter. He has been
doing this job for a long time. We
are so lucky to have him on our
side. He set up all of our appointments for that day and has always
had great relationship with our law
makers. I know Brian doesn’t like
to be in the spotlight, but this chapter would not be where it is today
without him. This will be his last
year doing our legislative work, as
well as a few other officers. So,
with that, I’m putting the word out
early (and often) that we will need
new (or old) people to step up and
fill these positions. Now is the time
to learn what needs to be done.
Talk has been going around between Will County, River Valley
and South Suburban chapters, that
perhaps we can do a multi chapter
event just for fun. Ideas have been
tossed around from just a ride together to a cookout. I think this
would be great to get with others
and have some fun. We had thought
maybe with chapters that are close
to each other, it would make things
easier for all. Please let me know
what you all think on this.
Ride free, ride often,
Mike
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Legislative:
Brian
We had another very successful
Legislative Day on March 4th.
The chapter owes a big thankyou to Mike & Deb S.; Joe &
Joan L.; John F.; Pink; Billy;
Maxx; Brad E.; & Marty D..
They did a great job meeting
with our state lawmakers and
presenting our position on motorcycling-related bills, and I’m
pretty sure our visits to their offices along with our hospitality
at the reception were the high
point of their day. I’m also pretty sure they love seeing us, judging by how easy it is for me to
arrange “face time” with them
each year. We’re going to get
some new members out of it—
Sen. Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant
joined that evening, and Reps.
Larry Walsh Jr. and Mark Batinick took apps. For the first
time I can remember, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor
stopped by the reception too.
Gov. Rauner took a chapter app
with him, even though he’s already a member of another chapter. And of course, Rep. Natalie
Manley joined after last month’s
meeting.
We all stepped up and did what
needed to be done, whether it
was making arrangements for
the van, driving the van, setting
up last-minute appointments,
explaining our position on the

issues, making our lawmakers
feel welcome at the reception,
visiting lawmakers in absent
chapters’ areas, or helping Jennifer & Natalie on & off the raffle bike for pictures! I remember
years ago when only a couple of
us bothered to go to Legislative
Day, and we’d not only visit
with the legislators in our area,
we’d pick up the ones from
chapters that didn’t send anybody. One year Keith Slager and
I handled 33 visits while our
State Legislative Coordinator at
that time stood in the rotunda
leaning on the rail all day watching us bust our butts. We’re really lucky that today our members
realize the importance—and the
fun—of Legislative Day. I knew
I couldn’t possibly visit all the
offices this year due to my physical condition, but I also knew
that each and every member who
went to the Capitol was quite
capable and willing to do whatever needed to be done, and they
did it in spectacular style.
Thanks to all of you!
Quickly, the bills we addressed:
HB3538, which is yet another re
-write of the badly-written Poker
Run Act, which nobody in local
government has a clue about implementing.
Legislative Con’t on page 4
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Legislative Con’t from page 2
HB3626, which would provide
that a person commits reckless
driving if they intentionally
force another vehicle off the
road, even if there is no collision—the offender’s insurance
would be responsible for the
damage. If they can’t be found,
the victim’s insurance would be
required to pay, which isn’t currently the case if there’s no collision—it’s up to individual insurance companies to decide. This
would cover all vehicles.
HB3944 would make auxiliary
or “accent” lighting on motorcycles legal, so long as the lights
aren’t red or white, rotating or
flashing. Currently you could get
a ticket, but these lights serve to
increase the visibility of bikes at
night, which therefore increases
safety.
HB4105 would legalize blue dot
tail or brake lights. Currently
they’re not legal, even though
tickets are very seldom issued.
This, again, would increase visibility since these lights would
stand out more in a sea of red
taillights.
We oppose SB1948, which continues to lay the groundwork for
the introduction of E15 fuels to
large markets. We still want independent, comprehensive testing. This bill was moved to the
Revenue Committee on March
11th. Pat McGuire sits on this

committee along with several
other senators who have been
sympathetic to our position, but
we need to watch this very carefully.
It’s interesting that within a
week of our visit, all House bills
except the Blue Dot bill were
moved out of the Rules Committee and assigned to ”real” committees. Coincidence? Maybe,
but I think possibly we had a
little bit to do with it too.
We’re in the fortunate position
of having near-unanimous agreement from our local lawmakers
on these bills, and where there
wasn’t complete agreement,
there was no outright opposition;
they were still weighing the pros
& cons, so we have the chance
to get them on board with us
when the time is right.
Now for something truly ominous. Ever hear of “Vision Zero”? It’s a European ides whose
goal it is to make traffic fatalities
non-existent by making roads
and vehicles so safe that there’s
no chance of dying in a crash.
That’s fine, but it accomplishes
this by taking vehicle operation
out of the driver’s hands and by
outlawing any type of vehicle
deemed unsafe. Well, Congressman Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

Legislative Con’t on page 6
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ADVERTISING COST
SIZE
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full Page (Flyer)
Classified Ads

1 MONTH 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR
$15
$75
$150
$20
$100
$200
$25
$150
$250
$5 mo
$10 w/picture

NO TRAVEL AGENCIES, INSURANCE COMPANIES,
OR LAWYERS NO EXCEPTIONS!
Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format
Payment must be received by the 15th of every month.
Email: editor@willcoabate.org
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Legislative Con’t from page 4
introduced H.R. 1274, a bill that
would make money available to
local governments to develop
and implement Vision Zero
plans, which place human life
and health as a priority over mobility and other objectives of the
traffic system. Vision Zero also
states that we should build roads
with no possibility of a side or
frontal impact, and prohibits the
use of those roads on more
“vulnerable” road users. Another
part of plan is speed limits;
should the plan be adopted in
full, American speed limits
would plummet to 19 miles per
hour in areas where there is contact between pedestrians and
cars, and 43 mph for all other
roads. The creators envisioned a
slow moving, padded fantasyland and could care less about
the truly enormous economic
cost of building these roads or
the economic cost of moving
people and products in the real
world.

Vision Zero began in Sweden in
1997 and has since been adopted
in some part at least by Netherlands and United Kingdom,
which are smaller in area than
some of our major cities! But in
the utopian world of some safety
“experts” any cost is justified if
it saves one life. So far New
York, Portland, and San Francisco are all on board. A lawyer in
Boston gives out a law school
scholarship in the attempt to get
the city to take look at considering the idea. For us, a mandatory
national helmet law would just
be the tip of the iceberg. There’s
no doubt that the full implementation of Vision Zero in America
would eliminate motorcycling as
its known now.
See why it’s so important to
send members to Springfield and
D.C.?
Brian
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2015 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers
President

Mike

Vice President

John

Secretary

Paul

Treasurer

Joan

Legislative

Brian

Safety & Education
Activities

JoAnne

BOD Repre.

Mad Maxx

Editor

Pat

Membership

Helen
Virginia &
Deb

Merchandise

mike@willcoabate.org
johnf@willcoabate.org
paul@willcoabate.org
joan@willcoabate.org
bruab@willcoabate.org
officers@willcoabate.org
activities@willcoabate.org
maxx@willcoabate.org
editor@willcoabate.org
helen@willcoabate.org
virginia@willcoabate.org

815.557.8525
815.342.6928
815.514.7599
815.741.1646
815.725.4357
773.230.0233
630.220.8731
815.258.6113
815.723.6839
815.545.0502
815.557.8750

Public Relations

Pink

pink@willcoabate.org

815.210.3134

Road Captain

Jackie

jackie@willcoabate.org

815.693.1597

Sgt. At Arms

TC

tomc@willcoabate.org

815.325.4403
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Upcoming Meetings & Events:
April 1, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
Sunday, April 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
Saturday, April 18, 2015 Pool Party
(See flyer)

May 6, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
May 13, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
June 3, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
June 10, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
July 1, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
Sunday, July 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
(Family Picnic details later)

August 5, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
August 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
September 2, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting
September 9, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting
September 12, 2015 HOOTERS & SCOOTER
(Details to follow closer to event)

All are at the Harwood Post (I80 & Larkin)
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Activities:
JoAnne
Spring has finally arrived! Time
to get out there and ride!
Winter Triathlon: We had a
nice turnout for the event and I
believe everyone had a good
time! Many thanks to John at
Zelmo’s for hosting!!
Our winners from the Winter
Triathlon:
Pool—Ron and Brandon
Darts—Pink and Dobie
Bags—Mike and Jeff
We’re working hard on the
Book Run so we’ll have some
great excuses to go riding!
Our next event is a POOL PARTY, Saturday, April 18th at Diamond Billiards Bar and Grill in
Lockport. Bikini’s are optional.
$20 to play-includes lunch ($10

if you just want food). Registration starts at 11:30 and the tournament will start at noon. Let’s
get together and shoot some
pool. Hopefully it will be a nice
day so we can ride there!
Upcoming Events:
April 18th- POOL PARTY
May 1st – Book Run starts
June 14th – Kneeze in the Breeze
Run (Dukane Chapter)
July 12th – Family Picnic Day at
the Post
August 9th – 6th Annual Women’s run (Dukane Chapter)
September 12th – Hooters &
Scooters
October 1st – Book Run ends
November 14th – Book Run Party
Watch our Facebook page for
details to our upcoming events!
Ride safe!
JoAnne

From April 1 to May 31
Bring in the most new members And I will pay for your
next years Membership dues!
Who will win!
Mike Scovel, President Will County Abate
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Safety & Ed:
Mike
Hello everyone! As I write this
we are have a “mild” spell in the
weather. I’ve seen lots of bikes
out there getting an early start
and taking advantage of the nice
weather. I know I ran to the garage to start getting my bike
ready. I did my normal checks
of things to make sure nothing
was going to fall of or leak. I
like doing some of the prep in
the fall when I put the bike up
for the winter.
As always you should check
everything before you go out for
that first ride. So, are you “ride
ready”? Don’t forget to use the
T-CLOCK method. If you have
forgotten what it stands for, you
can always go on our web site
and click on the Safety & Ed tab
and print it out. Our site goes
into more detail but here’s the
short version. T=tires & wheels
C=controls L=lights O= oil C=
chassis K= kickstand.

One thing you don’t want to do
is go down on the road because
you forgot to check your bike
out. I know a lot of us are anxious to get back on the road for
that first ride, but don’t forget
you have at least 5-6 months of
riding ahead of you. Let’s enjoy
all of it. Something we should
all do is if you know any new
riders; pass this information on
to them so they can be safe out
there too.
At this point in time, we have no
safety and ed classes scheduled
at any of the schools. There will
be summer drivers ed classes
coming up so we expect to be
called to do classes then. If any
of you would like to learn how
to do them we are always looking for more people to help out.
Just contact John F. or my self
for info.
So long winter,
Mike

T = Tires & Wheels
C = Controls
L = Lights
O = Oil
C = Chassis
K = Kickstand
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Public Relations:
David “Pink”
Hello, for those of you that don’t
know me, they call me Dave
“Pink” Floyd. I am your Public
Relations representative for the
Will County chapter of ABATE
of Illinois. I have been involved
with this chapter since day one. I
did the newsletter and helped
out with the website when the
chapter formed. I have also been
vice president 3 times, 2005,
2007 & 2012. I was actually
president for a major part of
2005. By now you understand
that I am passionate about my
rights as a motorcyclist.
Now that you know who I am
I’ll get to the point. I’m sorry I
didn’t get an article in the first
two newsletters. I was still getting ramped up into this position. As the PR rep, I think my
primary job is to make people
aware of whom we are and increase our membership. In the
past, the primary responsibility
was to get proclamations from
the mayors in our area for
“Motorcycle
Awareness
Month”. Although that is important, that is not going to be
my primary focus. I am going to
be working closely with Activities to raise interest in what we
are doing. I want to make this
chapter fun again. When we
started, we were talked about all

over the state as the “red headed
step children” of ABATE of Illinois. Who else wants to be a
part of that? As I mentioned at
the January meeting, I think every person in the chapter should
accept the challenge of finding
one person throughout the year
to join ABATE of Illinois. It
doesn’t have to be Will County,
but of course that would be most
appreciated. It doesn’t seem that
difficult, but it isn’t as easy as it
sounds. I have been preaching
the word of ABATE for 12
years now. The most difficult
thing is convincing people that
government is attempting to
compromise our freedom. Everyone takes for granted that Illinois is a helmet free state, one of
only 2 in the entire nation. That
is a direct result of what
ABATE of Illinois has done in
the past. It is however an ongoing fight. Helmets are not the
only thing that we fight for, although, that is what most people
think of first. I will get back to
that later. We can’t take a year
off and just hope for the best.
We need people to help out with
this fight. When it comes to
dealing with the politicians, the
numbers mean a lot. There are
over 350,000 motorcycles registered in the state of Illinois, but
yet there are less than 10,000
PR Con’t on page 13
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PR Con’t from page 12
members of ABATE of Illinois.
How do we convince riders to
join our fight? That is the question. I am open to suggestions.
In fact, I am asking for opinions.
If everyone could send me an
email (david@willcoabate.org)
telling me what it was that convinced you to join ABATE, I
would really appreciate it. I
would like to find out what
brings out the passion in our
members. What is most useful
when trying to convince people
to join our organization? Personally what got my attention, was
some of the things that were attached to the HIPAA laws that
were being thrown around back
in about 2000-2001. Since then,
many things have kept me involved but that is what brought
me here. I need to hear from as
many people as possible to get a
good cross-section of our members. I am also looking for assistance with this job. I don’t think
1 person can do everything I
think needs to be done to promote ABATE. I NEED HELP; I
need help from all of you. I am
available if someone has ideas,
suggestions or questions or just
wants to chat about ABATE. I
can be reached by phone or text
(preferred) at 815-210-3134. I
am not, however, available 24/7.
This is a volunteer position; but

I will get back to you as soon as
I can. Give me your input,
please.
Also, we are considering discontinuing the printed newsletter.
We need to have a minimum of
200 newsletters mailed to get the
bulk rate discount. With the
membership going down as it
has over the past couple of
years, we are right at 200 newsletters to be mailed every month.
If membership continues to go
down, we will not be able to
meet that number. We are looking for input from you, the
members that read the newsletter in printed form. We need to
hear from you to know how
many of you actually do read it.
If you still want to receive it after 2015, please contact Helen at
(815)723-6839 or Pat at (815)
258-6113. They are going to
compile a list of those that still
want to receive a newsletter in
the mail.
If you would like to be put on
the email list, email Helen@willcoabate.org. We will
keep you posted on the status as
the year goes on.
Pink!
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Membership:
Helen
DID YOU KNOW: If you sign
up for a 5 year membership that
you are only paying for 4 years?
Also if a couple signs up they
only pay $45 instead of $50.
Membership all over the state is
going down. If each person in
WillCo brings in 1 new member
this year we could double our
membership. If you bring in 10
new members you will get a free
year membership from the
ABATE State Office.
Plus
Mike Scovel has a little membership drive set up beginning
April 1 thru May 31. I am sure it
will be in his article.
I am looking for someone to be
my backup for membership.
Please call or email me if you
are interested in learning the
membership portion of Will
County
ABATE.
helen@willcoabate.org or call me
at 815-723-6839. Thank you and
now that the weather is getting
better I am seeing more and
more motorcycles on the road.
Ride safely my friends. Thanks
to everyone for your continued
support.
hln

Member’s
names are
published only
in the printed
version of the
newsletter.
See the printed
newsletter for
the names of
members
coming up for
renewal

